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Antique Toys      

By Nancy Armitage 
In 1987 Dan, my fiancé at the time, 

and his parents purchased a house on 

Cobden Street in Sarnia.  The owner, 

an elderly lady, was moving into a 

retirement home.  The house had 

belonged originally to her father, so it 

was probably built about 1920.  Dan 

lived in the small apartment upstairs 

and his parents lived on the main 

floor.  As they began to renovate the 

home, Dan noticed something odd on 

the main floor.  A small room directly 

off the kitchen had been sealed off.  It 

was the size of a small bedroom or perhaps a large pantry.  The entrance had been dry walled over and 

was reopened by Dan.  Inside there were boxes of old books, some junk and several children’s toys.  As a 

matter of fact the toys were quite old and considered antiques.  We could only assume at the time that 

perhaps a small child had passed away and his belongings were sealed off in this small room. 

 

The toys were old and dusty but still had their original paint.  They seemed huge in comparison to 

today’s toys.  Unlike plastic toys made today, these were made of metal and wood, including the wheels.  

A couple of them had been damaged by being kept outside, so they were very rusted.  This included a 

large bus and an airplane.  In spite of their condition they were still considered valuable by antique 

dealers, to which they were sold. 

 

The toys in good condition were cleaned and polished up.  The blue pickup truck with a small crane on 

the back was in the best condition.  A red and yellow Shell Oil truck still has 5 of the 6 barrels in the 

back.  The barrels have printed on them Shell Gas Engine Oil and Shell Aircraft Oil.  There was also a 

cast iron tractor, a car with passengers and a few miniature cars made with the same metal.  The only 

wooden toy appears to be a canon.  I never did figure out how it works. 

 

The toys are beautiful and I proudly display them throughout my home.  Their estimated value might be 

a few hundred dollars but to me the antique toys that had been sealed off in a small room hold the 

memory of a time and place and a small child who played with them just after the turn of the century. 

 

March, 2007 
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Minutes from our meeting of February 14, 2007 
 
Members present 18 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Highland games are confirmed for June 16th at  
Hiawatha Racetrack and Slots. They are asking for 15 cars so 
we could ask the Austin Healey club to join us. 
 Tech session at My Classic Auto is on for February 
24th at 110 Kendall Street in Point Edward. 
 Christmas Dinner was discussed and Byron said that 
Kim Rutherford was getting some positive feedback from 
Sarnia Golf and Curling Club and he will get back to us. 
 Minutes of the AGM were accepted by Sandra Cronk 
and 2nd by Brian Gormley. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
 Roy O reports that we are still looking for someone to 
take over the Treasurers job. WE have $175.00 as our balance 
and 14 members have paid up.  
 COME ON MEMBERS GET YOUR MONEY IN. IT 
CAN BE SENT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE FRONT PAGE 
OF THE SPANNER ED. 
NEW BUSINESS 

 NEWSLETTER If we do not get most of our members 
back, because they are getting the newsletter on line; then we 
will make the current month’s newsletter accessible only by 
password available to the paid up members. One more reason 
to pay up your dues. 
 Tour to RM Classic Cars will be confirmed in the 
March newsletter. Because of the slower season,we need to 
book the date ahead of time. These tours are conducted by the 
Chatham-Kent Chamber of Commerce. Byron W will do the 
follow-up, and publish a report and follow up with an email 
message from Steve Roode, for the positive responses. 
 CROQUET MATCH  We are asking if there is 
enough interest in keeping the croquet match on our calendar of 
events. The London SCClub, have volunteered to host this 
event in their area;so we need your positive response to this 
event. Please pass on your thoughts to Roy O, so we can make 
the necessary plans. 
 Sale is on  this month at Obsolete Automotive, see the 
ad in this Spanner. 
 
Meeting was Adjourned by Jean Hicks. 
Thanks To Barbara W for taking the Minutes 
 
 We then had a social hour as we tried in vain to eat all 

The Bluewater British Car Club  
promotes interest in acquiring, driving,  
maintaining, and restoring all makes of  

British Cars. 
 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in British  
cars. Meetings are held monthly, every 2nd Wednesday, 

at  
Stokes Bay, Sarnia Ontario, 7:30 P.M. In addition, a  

number of club events are scheduled throughout the year. 
 

2007 Club Executive 

President         Roy Overton         519 542-7652 

Vice President        Mark Jones   519 862-3763  

Treasurer          Unfilled (Roy Overton) 

Secretary          Jeff Park               519 845-0301 

Newsletter Editor   Byron Warwick     519 862-3527 

News Publisher       David Kelley    519 542-7214 

Events Coord.         Steve Roode    519 786-2541 

The SpannerThe SpannerThe SpannerThe Spanner    
    

  …is the monthly newsletter of the BBCC. 

Articles, pictures, ideas, etc. are welcomed 

and are to be submitted by the 20th of each 

month for inclusion in the next month’s 

newsletter. 
 

Forward items to: 

Byron Warwick. 

By email at <bandb@ebtech.net> 

Or by post or hand to:  

481 Tom St., PO Box 842, Corunna ON 

N0N 1G0    Phone 519 862-3527. 

David Kelley. 1085 Fairlane St.,  

Sarnia, ON, N7S 3J9.  Phone 519 542-7214. 

Contributing writers this month: Roy 

Overton, Barbara Warwick, David Kelley, Mark 

Jones, Byron Warwick. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS GARAGE 
 
 Our two events in February have now come and gone. The weather was not very co-
operatative for our Valentine social, but still a reasonable turn-out. Our thanks go to 
Byron and Barbara for organizing. The Tech session at My Classic Auto Body was very 
informative and we had a very good attendance. We now look forward to our RM tour on 
the 24th of this month.  
      It’s one of the privileges of us older folk to reminisce now and then. The other 
morning with the temperature in the minus teens, I swept the snow off the car and turned 
the engine over. As usual, it started the first time; I then reflected how different it was in 
the winter when I was first introduced to motoring in England in the early 1950’s. 
           Although temperatures were never as low as we encounter in North America, 
starting was sometimes still a challenge. Most of the cars on the road at that time were 
cars of the 30’s with quite a few back to the 20’s. Post-war cars were few and far between, 
most going for export with a waiting list of years for new cars in the U.K.  
 Usually the engine would first be turned over using the hand crank, (no multi-grade 
oils in those days). Then after a number of turns of the starter motor hopefully the 
engine would fire. Incidentally, I was quite taken back when I first realized that the new 
cars had no hand crank! Not many cars had water pumps in those days either; hence no 
heaters! Also, quite a lot of cars had vacuum operated wipers which quit working when 
you accelerated - great,(not) when you were overtaking!  
            As I am writing this, I am remembering a friend of mine, who around that time had 
a visit from a relative from the States. The first thing he wanted to see was my friend’s 
vintage 1929 Austin 7, and how surprised he was when he realized it was the family car!
 Happy modern motoring, Roy O. 

GARAGE SALE 

SATURDAY MARCH 24 

OPEN 8:00AM TO 3:00PM 
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HIGHLINE AUTO CENTERHIGHLINE AUTO CENTERHIGHLINE AUTO CENTERHIGHLINE AUTO CENTER

Four Certified Import Technicians
Bob Munday

Owner / Technician

810 Confederation St.                              519 336-9913
           1 877 336-9913

Servicing all makes including MG, Jaguar, Triumph

Austin Healey, BMW, VW, Mercedes Benz.

5% discount for BBCC members

2007 
MARCH 

14  Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
24 Tour to RM Classic Car 
 Restorations Chatham ON  

APRIL 

 11 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 22 Ancaster British Car Show & Flea  
  Market 
 XX Highline Auto Centre Tour? 
MAY 
   9 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 26 Tour to Clio & Frankenmuth MI 
 26 to June 2 Drive your British Car Week 
JUNE 

   2 London SCC Classic Car Show 
 8-10 Plunkett’s Country Cruize In 
 13 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Highland Games Hiawatha Park 
 23 Orphan Car Show at Ypsilanti MI 
        23 - 24 Overnight Tour Somewhere? 
JULY 

 11 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 XX Overnight Tour Somewhere? 
 21 BBCC Annual Rallye - Cronks 
AUGUST 
   4 Drive and Swim at the Warwicks? 
  8 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 11 Old Autos Car Show at Bothwell 
 11 MG Summer Party at Twist’s 
     18 or 25 Croquet in London  TBA 

Calendar

Of Upcoming

Events

SEPTEMBER 
   9 Battle of the Brits Freedom Hills, MI 
 12 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 16 Bronte British Car Show 
OCTOBER 
 10 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
 13 Tour to Norwich ON? 
NOVEMBER 
 14 Monthly Meeting - Stokes Bay 
DECEMBER 
 8 or 15  Christmas Brunch 
  No Monthly Meeting 

NEAR MISS ALERT 
    By Byron Warwick 
 Sorry to say , I have been out of commission 
for my restoration project, in the garage for the past 
month. This is to remind us that when we are 
working at home on our cars , that most of us have 
probably not had the proper training on some of the 
power tools we use to make the jobs go easier.  
 While cleaning up a small weld with the 
grinder, on the instrument panel of my 1934 Ford 
pick-up, the disc suddenly broke into 2 or more 
pieces. One half of the disc struck my middle finger 
knuckle, of my left hand. As a result of the damage 
to the tendon, which was 80% severed, I am in cast 
for 5 to 6 weeks.  
Any of the following errors contributed to the injury. 
 Wear full leather gloves,  

 Keep the guard in place,  

 Don’t use a ‘cut-off’ zip-disc for grinding, 

 Use a full face shield. 

 There you have it; I hope this doesn’t happen 
to you! STAY SAFE, Byron. 
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TECH SESSION AT MY CLASSIC AUTO BODY 

 A good number of our members gathered on Saturday the 24th 
of February on a bright but cool day, at Mike Millers body shop in 
Point Edward. Mike has one of the few body shops that specialises in 
older vehicles.  This was his first time to talk to a group of OLD CAR 
GUYS and to pass on some of his knowledge, to we who are doing 
our own restoration work.  The general area of the presentation was 
metal finishing techniques, prior to painting, which he also covered, 
though in not great detail. 
 Some of the tools of the trade were placed on the bare metal 
hood of a 1970’s GTO Pontiac. You can see he uses a lot of hand 

tools, although Mike says the palm 
sander or “Jitterbug” are good time 
savers. Back to the bare metal 
ALWAYS put a coat of primer on as 
soon as possible. If it has sat for a 
period use an ETCH PRIMER first. 
This is added to water and use of a 
SCOTCHBRITE pad really helps to cut 
into any surface rust that may be 
present. You can then use an Epoxy or 
Urethane primer. After sanding a 

Polyester primer-filler can be applied like spray paint. It is high build and 2 coats gives approx 2 mils thickness. 
Be careful after using polyester build spray on primer, as they will absorb moisture in the air or from hand prints 
or coffee cups. Obtain the “tech sheets” for all the products that you use to get mixing quantities, and 
compatability with other products. Try to use the same brand of products . 
BLOCK SANDING - Use as long a board as possible, (they help to show high and low spots),and always use an 
X pattern when sanding to avoid sand paper edge marks, and leave more random scratch marks. You can use any 
size round roller for sanding sharper curves. SCOTCHBRITE pads are only for scuffing, ie primer before filling; 
they do not remove material. Orbital sanding pads should be flat, with no rounded edges, which show up when 
sanding. 
 Lay on putty/filler, and then use 80 grit, followed by a spray of polyester fill. Follow up with 240, then 
finish with 320 or 400 paper. Use 600 paper when you are finishing for a metallic paint. Use only good quality 
tape when masking such as 3M; newspaper can be used but the inks are dirty. Poly-coated paper is better, 
(about$40 per roll) overspray clings to it, and no wrinkles to hold dust. Painters plastic tarp has a static-guard to 
attract paint and is sided. When masking, a little paint on chrome or rubber is easier to remove than to have a bare 
spot in y o u r 
paint. 

MIKE 
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BRITISH CARS ON STAMPSBRITISH CARS ON STAMPSBRITISH CARS ON STAMPSBRITISH CARS ON STAMPS    
By DAVID  B  KELLEYBy DAVID  B  KELLEYBy DAVID  B  KELLEYBy DAVID  B  KELLEY    
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1966 ASTON MARTIN DB6
DURING THE EARLY SIXTIES, DAVID BROWN-WHOSE CORPORATION WAS

ONE OF THE LARGEST PRIVATELY-HELD COMPANIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
AND WHO WAS THE PROSPEROUS PRODUCER OF FARM TRACTORS, GEARS,
MACNINE TOOLS AND BOATS-WAS INDULGING HIMSELF IN THE SIDELINE
ACTIVITY OF BUILDING MOTOR CARS AS WELL. 

THE DB SERIES OF ASTON MARTINS WAS INAUGURATED IN THE LATE
FORTIES, LOGICALLY, WITH THE DB1, THE DB5, SUCCEEDING THE DB4 IN 1963,
AND BEING SUCCEEDED ITSELF IN 1966 BY THE DB6, LAST IN THE NUMBERED DB
SERIES.

THE ANCESTRY OF THE ASTON’S SIX CYLINDER TWIN-CAM ENGINE
DATED BACK TO THE EARLY POST-WAR ERA; ITS DESIGNER BEING THE
LEGENDARY W.O. BENTLEY. BENTLEYS COMPANY WAS ABSORBED INTO
BROWN’S AUTOMOTIVE EMPIRE TO BECOME ASTON MARTIN LAGONDA LTD.
DURING THIS ERA THE ASTON MARTIN HAD EARNED WIDE ACCLAIM BOTH AS A
RACING SPORTS CAR   (WINNER OF THE CONSTRUCTORS CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1959)
AND A SUPERB LUXURY CAR.

THE DB MODEL NUMBERED 5 WAS CHOSEN TO BE AMONG THE WEAPONS
JAMES BOND USED TO OPPOSE A SINISTER NE’ER-D0-WELL NAMED
GOLDFINGER. 

SPECIFICATIONS: SIX-CYLINDER IN-LINE ENGINE, 3995 CC, 282 HP AT 5500
RPM.

VANTAGE ENGINES ALSO AVAILABLE, DEVELOPING 335 HP AT 5750
RPM.A FIVE-SPEED ZF ALL-SYNCHROMESH TRANSMISSION, WITH BORG-
WARNER AUTOMATIC ALSO AVAILABLE.

YEARS IN PRODUCTION: 1965-70. NUMBER MADE 1,575.  

1913 MORRIS-OXFORD “BULLNOSE” 
THE “BULLNOSE” WAS ENGLAND’S TIN LIZZIE BY HENRY FORD. A CYCLESHOP IN 

A SHED AT THE BACK OF HIS FATHER’S HOUSE IN COWLEY NEAR OXFORD REPRESENTS 
MORRIS’ HUMBLE BEGINNINGS.  IN 1901 HE BUILT HIS FIRST MOTORCYCLE THERE. 

BORN IN 1877 WILLIAM RICHARD MORRIS (WHO LATER BECAME LORD NUFFIELD) 
OPENED A GARAGE ON HIS OWN.  BY 1910 HE HAD BEGUN TO PLAN HIS CAR, WHICH 
ARRIVED ON THE MARKET IN EARLY SPRING OF 1913 AS THE 1 LITRE BULLNOSE MORRIS-
OXFORD.  HIS FIRST FACTORY WAS AN ABANDONED MILITARY TRAINING SCHOOL, 
WHICH NO OTHER BUYER HAD WANTED FOR TWENTY YEARS, AND SO HE SECURED IT 
CHEAPLY.  THE EARL OF MACCLEFIELD SUPPLIED THE FINANCING. THE PRICE WAS £175 
AND PRODUCTION IN 1913 TOTALED 393 CARS, WHICH ROSE TO 909 IN 1914 & BY 1924, 
MORRIS WAS BRITAIN’S BIGGEST MANUFACTURER.  

BY NOW MORRIS WAS ALREADY PLANNING ITS FOUR-SEATER SUCCESSOR, 
WHICH ARRIVED AS THE COWLEY IN APRIL 1915, MOST OF ITS COMPONENTS (INCLUDING 
CONTINENTAL ENGINE) BEING PURCHASED FROM AMERICA FOR THE SIMPLE REASON 
THAT THE PRICE WAS BETTER.  

THE LITTLE TWO SEATER OXFORD THAT HAD STARTED MORRIS ON HIS 
SUCCESSFUL ROAD WAS RETIRED IN 1917. BOTH THE MORRIS-OXFORD AND THE MORRIS-
COWLEY WOULD BE BUILT THRJOUGH 1926. – 154,244 OF THEM IN ALL. THE OXFORD WITH 
A SLIGHTLY BIGGER ENGINE AND MORE CREATURE COMFORTS, BOTH WITH THE 
“BULLNOSE” RADIATOR WHICH THE MORRIS HAD FROM THE BEGINNING AND WHICH 
ULTIMATELY GAVE RISE TO THE NICKNAME.  
SPECIFICATIONS: FOUR-CYLINDER WHITE & POPPE ENGINE CAST EN BLOC.  1018 CC, 15 HP 
AT 2300 RPM. 
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OUR LITTLE BRITISH CARS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN  

POPULAR FOR ADVERTISMENTS OR ARTISTS 
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Cooling System Design Considerations 
excerpt from an article by Curtis Jacobson –British V8 Newsletter, August, 
2006  
 
 The components we think of collectively as "the cooling system" are 
responsible for regulating engine temperature within a prescribed range (i.e. 
185 to 205 °F). Besides simply cooling, this system  must help the engine 
come up to temperature quickly and evenly. Especially in cool weather, it's 
important the cooling system not over-perform because cold engines wear 
rapidly, pollute more, achieve inferior fuel economy, and typically produce 
less power. Perhaps more people are familiar with the other performance 
extreme. Under-performing systems are prone to catastrophic failures such 
as burst hoses and warped metal under angry storm clouds of superheated 

steam. Engines that run cool cause uncomfortable passengers in cool weather, whereas engines that run hot 
cause discomfort on warm days. But for maximum performance (particularly on carburetted engines) 
achieving a very consistent operating temperature is extremely helpful for fine tuning overall engine 
performance. 
 
 Air Flow 
 Air moving through the engine compartment, but not through the radiator, provides very inefficient 
cooling. To ensure all incoming air goes through the radiator, recirculation shields around the radiator are 
called for. They don't have to be totally air-tight, but every bit of air that slips around the radiator is lost-
potential.  By the same reasoning, it's an excellent idea to place a shroud and/or "fan ring" around cooling 
fans. An engine cooling fan's purpose is to move a current of air, not to simply "stir up" the air. Unlike paint 
being stirred in a can, the air moving past a cooling fan should come past the blades only exactly once. 
 
 Engine driven fans waste power and fuel by spinning when not needed, when the engine is below 
temperature and also at speed when ram-air makes them redundant. "Flex" fans are designed to address the 
later issue by moving proportionally less air per revolution at high RPM. Clutch devices for engine-driven 
fans are uncommon on sports cars. 
 
 Pragmatic suggestion: Japanese carmakers typically fit wonderfully-engineered electric fans on their 
vehicles. They run quietly and move a lot of air for their size. Often, Japanese carmakers install a second, 
smaller fan on air-conditioning condensers. If you need small fans for your application, you should consider 
checking the Japanese section of your local junkyard. These fans are so reliable and long lasting, there's not 
much demand for them and junkyards sell them at very low prices. The only downside is that you'll probably 
have to fabricate your own bracket. When selecting an electric fan, you should note that the fan blades are 
often directional by virtue of blade shape. If your application blows air in the opposite direction, the fan will be 
less productive. Irregular blade spacing is another interesting and typical feature; it's used to make the fan 
run quieter. 
 
 The Air Flow in CFM ratings on aftermarket fans should be read with great scepticism. If you can, buy 
and try several fans. Return the ones you don't like. 
 
 Electrical fans require a fair amount of electric current. Make sure wiring to the fans is of sufficient 
gauge (i.e. cross-sectional area) and consider switching the fans on and off with a relay because relays are 
designed to handle more current than typical toggle or thermostatic switches. Any voltage drop that occurs 
because of resistance in your wiring or switches will reduce fan motor speed. Finally, remember to observe 
polarity. The fan won't work so great if it's spinning backwards! 
 
 Heat Transfer 
 Copper is a slightly more efficient material for radiator cores than aluminum, although the difference 
is less than many people think. Many people also report that copper-and-brass radiators last longer before 

Mark Jones 
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cracking/leaking. There are, however, many design parameters at play (e.g. tube size and wall-thickness, 
Continued from page 9... 
 
variation in solder, etc.).  Copper and brass radiators are certainly much easier to modify or repair than 
aluminum (because soldering is much easier than TIG welding.).  Aluminum is lighter weight than copper or 
brass.  
 
 Due to location, extra pounds of radiator (and coolant) will affect the car's weight bias more than extra 
pounds of engine 
 Radiator shops like to paint radiators black. They shouldn't. Paint reduces the efficiency of radiator 
cores. (Typically aluminum radiators are anodized, instead of painted, which is a good thing.) If you do paint 
your radiator, apply as thin a coat of paint as you can. Color choice won't noticeably affect performance. (If 
you have an optical pyrometer this is easy enough to prove to yourself). 
 
 Make sure your engine thermostat opens fully. (You can test it by putting it in a sauce pan of water on 
your kitchen stove.) If you have a candy thermometer you can verify that it opens at the rated temperature. 
 
 Use high quality coolant, mixed 50/50 with water. High quality coolant already contains a generous 
cocktail of "water wetters" and corrosion inhibitors, so additional additives aren't recommended. Propylene 
glycol is better for the environment than ethylene glycol, and you should use it. (Besides being something 
you don't want in your local groundwater, ethylene glycol apparently tastes good to animals. It causes kidney 
failure and painful death. Propylene glycol is relatively inert. It's an ingredient in many foods, including Cool 
Whip.) Neither kind should go down your drain; take used coolant to a recycling center. Don't mix the two 
kinds because they have two different specific gravities, so you won't be able to reliably verify coolant 
concentration by measuring specific gravity. As for the water itself, distilled water is generally recommended 
over tap water to further prevent ionization that could result in corrosion and pitting of aluminum components. 
 
Thanks to Mark Jones for this article 

Someone who thinks logically is a nice change from the rest of the people you meet. 
If you like your passport picture, you probably need the trip. 

No man has ever died doing the dishes. 
For every action there is an equal and opposite government program. 
The nice thing about egoists is that they never talk about each other. 
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