
 

Remember Those Days…? 
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In better days, Kim and Laura Rutherford’s beautiful Austin Healey - 
poised for action. See story on page 6.



 

From the President’s Garage…         
Mark Jones 

I have resigned as President of the Bluewater British Car Club. My 
resignation is for personal reasons unrelated to the Club.  I am only 
resigning as President and not as a member.  I'm handing over the 
reins to Michael as vice president and the rest of the executive, 
who will continue to do a great job. 

Mark 

From the Vice President’s Garage…       
Michael Walton 

A critical time in the life of our club. The question has been asked, " 
do we keep the life support functioning or pull the plug " Yes it is that 
critical. The effect of Covid has been devastating and has had the 
effect of bringing this crisis to a head, For some years membership 
numbers have been falling, the club has not been firing on all 
cylinders. Input from members on how to remedy the situation is 
welcomed. 

On a brighter note, The Triumph Roadster in my garage is ready to 
roll as usual. In fact ever since its resurrection in 2013 it has been out 
 May 1, 2021 2

The Spanner is the 
monthly newsletter of 

the BBCC. 
Articles, pictures, ideas, 
etc. are welcomed and 

are to be submitted 
by the 20th of each 

month for inclusion in 
the next 

month’s newsletter. 
Forward items to: 
Allen Bachelder at 

bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com 

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in 
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly, 

every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club, 

driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2021 Club Executive
President: Vacant

Vice Pres: Michael Walton,  
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com

Treasurer: Chris Gardner, 
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com

Secretary: Sandra Cronk, 
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com 

Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder,   
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com



 

for some exercise every month except three.Two months when I pulled the engine for some 
TLC and one when it needed a new gas tank. As long as the roads are not icy we are good 
to go. 
Covid vaccines are being administered as we speak but the return to normal may still be 
some way off. Be patient, follow the precautions. Stay safe. fingers crossed. We may meet 
THIS YEAR. 

Clutch Chatter…   
Allen Bachelder 

A little first order of business before I get to go rambling on about my 
favourite topic, which, as you all know, is my butterfly collection. 

Seriously, the club has struggled valiantly during the pandemic to 
maintain a presence in the lives of our members. And our efforts have 
not met with any significant success.  Zoom meetings drew little 
interest, even when notable guest speakers were brought in. The first 

driving challenge drew 
only a handful of 
participants, and so 
f a r t h e r e i s n o 
response at all to the second one.  Beyond 
the Spanner, that is all we have to offer. 

Don’t get me wrong here - this is not a rant 
about diminishing club participation.  
Indeed, it is not even a rant. Rather, I must 
make a confession: I eat, sleep, and 
breathe MGs. I enjoy being with British-car 
folk just as much. I enjoy writing about all 
my MG activities.  So here is the rub: I’m 
inclined to think that everybody in the club 
is like me!  In fact, that is not the case.   
And it’s OK! Most of us lead much more 
diverse lives.  Yes we like our British cars 
but we like lots of other things just as much. 
The electronic age has changed our lives 
since this club was formed. Folks can now 
find enough entertainment - and sufficient 
challenges to occupy us all day - every day. 
And do so on our smart phones without 
even getting out of bed.   

Add to all this, the pandemic.  So, is a 
British car club even on our priorities lists at 
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Familiar picture?  How many of our cars 
currently look like this?



 

all?  I honestly don’t think so. My own opinion is that we should suspend club activities 
altogether until we can resume normal life.  In fact, that is what we are already doing, 
whether we recognize it or not. 

At the onset of “normality”, we should start first with an AGM, put together a new calendar of 
activities, hold elections - and in general, make a clean sweep. Ultimately, the decision will 
rest with the executive but I assume you agree unless we hear from you otherwise. And this 
is really important: This is your club.  If you want us to do things differently, YOU HAVE 
TO TELL US!!!!!!!!  Please!!! 

I will continue publication of the Spanner - at least in a smaller format - just to remind you 
that we’re still here.  I’m still in the old SPANNER office, working beneath the same hanging 
bare 40-watt light bulb; the cord frayed and taped, the same ceramic collar suspending the 
cord from the faded-beige-coloured once white metal ceiling - supported now by another 
year-and-a-half’s worth of cob webs. 

* * * 
Continuing the saga of my ’73 B/GT…  ‘ Got all my serpentine pulleys in, radiator back on, 
condenser back on, A/C re-plumbed, pretty much all back together.  While the car was still 
up on jack stands, I also went through all the dirty service detail I so love to hate: greasing 
front kingpin fittings, driveshaft U-joints and E-brake cable; checking and increasing levels in 
the gearbox and rear end. Then, darn it, I had to go and think about bleeding the brakes - 
which I hadn’t done in more years than I care to admit. At least I had converted to those 
bleeders with the internal check-valves, making bleeding really easy.  Except those things 
have been subject to heavy criticism for many years.  Fortunately, mine were all still OK. But 
first wheel was left rear.  Close-up look: OH MY 
GAWD!!!  

It was soaking in a wet greasy, oily muck all 
around.  Was it the oil seal or the brake cylinder?  
Too messy to tell. I cleaned everything up, 
replaced the oil seal, the brake cylinder and the 
shoes.  Then the drum wouldn’t go back on.  I 
fiddled with the shoes, made sure the adjuster was 
totally backed off, handbrake disconnected, 
bleeder totally removed.  In other words, I 
exhausted every possible reason these shoes 
might not be completely released. I checked the 
lining thickness: sure enough - 3/16” all the way 
around - never any more anywhere. ‘ Put an extra-
long 1/4-28  bolt in one of the flat-head screw holes 
and tightened it up enough to pull one wheel stud 
through a hole just enough to catch a couple 
threads. Tightened that up enough to catch a 
second, then a third and a fourth.  Then with the 
help of a very  VERY Big Hammer* I got the drum 
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On the bench - shoes removed - back 

plate is still an atrocious mess!



 

on. Never did it loosen and turn as it should.  That could not be right.  

With four pry-bars to get the drum back out far enough to allow room for the “fingers” on my 
puller to fit between the drum and the backplate; with creaking, groaning, tightening more 
and more on the puller, I finally wrestled the thing apart again.   

I have tons of “accidental overstock” on 
hand.  Stuff like brake cylinders, hoses, 
adjusters, shoes…  ‘ Can’t remember 
all the times I’ve bought stuff like that 
on sale (' might as well get an extra 
set). You folks know that drill.  So - it 
was an easy solution - I pulled out yet 
another pair of shoes. They weren’t 
QUITE the same as the first ones.  
Lining thickness was OK with both 
sets, but the arc of the metal parts was 
not the same. Nor was the length of 
the “ears” that slot into the cylinders 
and adjusters.  Hmmm….  To make a 
long story… longer… the new ones 
slipped right in. No prob!!!!  I lost only 
three days studying the problem: 
juxtaposition of the shoes to each-
other? Juxtaposition of the shoes with 
the handbrake lever?  Etc. Etc. Etc… 
‘ Looked at Haynes, ' looked at 
Bentley, ‘ looked at Barney Gaylord, 
‘ looked at all the pictures in Moss 
catalog, on MG Experience.  They 
were all different!  ’Twould be easy if I 
did it every day.  But I hadn’t since I did 
these in 2005.  ‘ Did my ’65 back about 
three years ago - no problem then but 

those were on a banjo axle. Different layout.  

The number of arguable variables here is STAGGERING. First, the shoes themselves can 
be swapped end over end. Which end of the handbrake lever should go through that weird 
semicircular slotted hole in the brake shoe?  Half the illustrations show it one way, half show 
it the other. I had never done this in previous assemblies, but acting on the preponderance 
of authority, I put the articulated end of the lever through a simply slotted hole (photo above, 
lower right). That lower spring with the extended curlycue on the lower right: does it press 
down on the top of the handbrake lever or does it press up on the bottom?  Depends on who 
you consult. The top spring on the right: does it hook on the round hole (as  shown) or the 
slot? Again, depends on your source. I usually put it in the slot which is usually on the right 
side but maybe a slight majority of the sources said to do it this way, so I did. Drum popped 
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Cleaned up, new shoes, cylinder, and oil seal, on the 
car. Note locations of the springs.



 

on in a breeze.  From there on, the brakes were easy to bleed.  It’s so nice when something 
goes easily.  Except then, there’s nothing to write about… 

But then there was my confrontation with the steering rack, or should I say “wrack”. I have 
the new steering rack, but have yet to install it. Not looking forward to it. Think I’ll have to 
save that story for another issue. 

’ See  you on the  road… 

BBCC 2021 Driving Challenge 
Once again, we are challenging you to get out and drive your British or European car 
through a driving challenge.  Visit the locations below with your British or European car; take 
a picture of each location you visit, with your car in the picture.  If you can get a picture with 
more than one of the locations in one picture, then an additional point will be awarded.  The 
person who has visited the most locations wins. 

Please send the Challenge pictures by email to bachldrs@comcast.net (please put the 
wording ‘driving challenge’ in the subject line of the email). We must have received your 
entries by the end of day, Sunday, October 31, 2021. 

Again, this year, the winner of the Challenge will receive a free Christmas brunch for two at 
the Club’s Christmas brunch event (date and location to be determined). 

So, let’s get driving! 

Locations to be visited in 2021 by the end of October: 

1.Abandoned farm house 
2.Derelict wooden barn 
3.Antique farm windmill (double points for an operating one) 
4.Abandoned car - not in a junkyard 
5.Car identical to yours 
6.An oil well pump-jack or jerker-line system 

7.Operating lift bridge (double points for span lifted) 
8.Public park bandstand 
9.Telephone booth 
10. Operating steam engine  
11. Municipal water tower (not your home community) 
12. A drive-in theatre  

* * *  
Brits-in-the-Park 2021 

Hosted by the Victoria British Car Club 

For over 25 years, Brits-in-the-Park has been 
one of the best shows of the season.  Although health and safety considerations preclude a 
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‘normal’ Brits this year, we hope you will join us for this year’s Brits (not quite) -in-the-Park 
virtual car show.  While acknowledging that the ‘normal’ Brits is what we all would most want, 
we believe that this year’s show will be memorable in its own right and invite you to be part 
of it. 

• There will be 17 classes of British cars.           
• There is no entry fee.  
•  Entry will be done by e-mail sending a photo and a few notes about your car. 
•  All cars will receive a certificate of participation. 
•  Awards will be presented to the 1st and 2nd place vehicles in each class. 
•  As this Brits is being sponsored by the Victoria British Car Club for our 

participating guests, no club vehicles will be judged for awards. 

More information will be forthcoming about this unique Brits.  Given the importance of 
coming together at this time, we sincerely hope that the British motoring fraternity will 
suppor t and par t ic ipa te in th is event .  For more in format ion contac t 
Britsinthepark@gmail.com  

The Remaking of an Austin Healey 
By Kim Rutherford - reprinted from 

April 2007 Spanner  
 It wasn’t supposed to happen.  I 
was asked, with other car club 
members, to help clean out the 
garage of Frank Jones, a member 
who had recently passed away. 
He had a Healey BJ7 which he 
had disassembled with intentions 
to restore. His wife, Pauline, 
wanted to use the garage for their 
’86 Jaguar XJ6. Clean-up started 
and things were coming to an 
end and then the eventual 
question: where was it going? 
One member only, and a good 
friend of Frank’s, was prepared 
to store it and sell it on 
Pauline’s behalf. 

I casually mentioned to Laura 
that it would be a good buy for 
us.  At that time, we had two 
MGBs: a ’70 GT and a ’73 
Roadster. I realized their long 
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term worth would never appreciate much more than $10,000 whereas the Healey had a 
potential value of several times that. The price of the Healey stated at about $5,000 for the 
bits a few months before.  However, today, $1,500 secured it.  It had to go.  We bought the 
car as it was and it was delivered to our garage and set up on a grate that Frank had made.  
Done deal. 

But that wasn’t the end. It turned out Pauline also wanted to sell the Jaguar. Back down 
there again; a test-drive from Corunna to Courtright impressed us enough to buy it. So now, 
our expenditure suddenly increased from $1,500 to $11,500. We sold our Cadillac Seville 
and GT to the same buyer in Sarnia.  The Seville was demolished in a collision six months 
later, but he still has the GT. The ’73 Roadster was sold to a couple from Owen Sound, and 
they are still enjoying it. 

Murray Schreder agreed to restore the car and work started in tandem with one he was 
currently rebuilding.  Work took about a year with us changing the original colour from black 
to silver blue. The engine was rebuilt, but due tp circumstances, was rebuilt again 12,000 
miles later at Precision Sportscar in Toronto - at great cost, but the difference was incredible. 
I t i s w h a t I 
s h o u l d h a v e 
done the first 
time around. 

T h e c a r w a s 
painted at High 
Tech here in 
Sarnia, and they 
f o u n d t h e 
perfect colour of 
s i l v e r b l u e . 
U p h o l s t e r y 
s t i t c h e d a n d 
fitted by Paul 
Garant at his 
home workshop - 
which more than equals his workshop at RM Restorations.  The fit and finish of the interior 
was as perfect as it gets. Paul later came up to the garage and fitted the convertible tops, 
which after ten years also fits without wrinkles and keeps us snug if caught in the rain.  The 
car, although not original black with red interior, is restored to original in every other way.  
There are 40,000 miles of happy and enjoyable motoring that concludes this story with 
thanks to all who made it possible.  The Healey’s appreciation is five times that of the MGBs, 
so we made the right call that day in 1996.  

The Jag we  bought from Pauline has long gone, replaced by two more, so after ten years 
we still have an all-British garage.  Car shows have produced a Best in Show at the London 
Classic, and thirteen firsts.  Because we insist on driving it and listening to that fabulous 
exhaust note, we have many stone chips and marks, so it is not a show contender any more. 
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The Healey has given Laura and me much pleasure and we hope it continues to do so in the 
future. 

Flickering Brake Warning Light 
Fixing it properly, and where that can take you - with Mark Jones 

This past spring, the brake light started flickering on the dash of Judy’s MGF.  The brake 
light serves two purposes: it indicates low fluid level in the brake master cylinder and it 
indicates when the parking brake is engaged.  When Judy mentioned the brake light 
flicking I first checked the level of the brake fluid, which I found to be okay, it had not 
dropped.  I next checked the handbrake lever and found it had a bit of upward 
movement when not engaging, which made me think that the lever to cable connection 
needed tightening a bit. 

The handbrake adjusting nut is located under the stowage bin in the centre console 
armrest.  Access is not bad.  I found that to turn the nut, a ratcheting wrench made the 
adjustment fairly easy.  Of course, the DPO had been into this part of the car and I 
discovered that the threaded rod from the handbrake was not going through the 
handbrake equalizer pin, and the adjusting nut was tight up against the metal plates of 
the handbrake, which made it impossible to adjust the handbrake mechanism.  This 
DPO botch took a bit of time to fix (finagling the threaded rod through the equalizer pin) 
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Kim Rutherford bids adieu as his Austin Healey departs from over 20 years of proud 
ownership and happy motoring.  



 

given the limited access 
through the stowage bin 
and it also required a 
new adjusting nut. 

T h e p r o c e d u r e f o r 
adjusting the handbrake 
is to turn the adjusting 
nut until the caliper 
l e v e r c l e a r a n c e i s 
between 1 and 2 mm 
each side.  I used a wire 
feeler gauge to judge 
t h e w i d t h o f t h e 
clearance. 

It was at this point that I discovered that the right rear caliper’s handbrake mechanism 
was seized.  A week 
later, a pair of rebuilt 
rear brake cal ipers 
arrived from the UK and 
were installed (I rebuilt 
the calipers that came 
off this past winter). 

With new rear calipers 
installed, it was back to 
adjusting the handbrake 
mechanism.  It’s not 
ha rd to ad jus t the 
handbrake but it does 
involve tightening the 
adjuster nut, getting 
u n d e r t h e c a r t o 
measure the caliper 

lever clearance on both calipers, then getting back into the car to tighten or loosen the 
adjusting nut, then back under the car, etc., etc. 

With rebuilt rear brake calipers and a properly assembled and adjusted handbrake 
mechanism, there is now no flickering brake light on the dash, success! 

Editor’s note: Mark explains that the brake light serves just two purposes.  There is a third: that 
the brake light is telling you it actually works.  If it never goes on at all, that could be because it 
isn’t working.  So, simply save yourself a lot of hassle, cut to the chase and either disconnect it, 
or replace it with a known burned-out bulb. Henceforth, when it fails to glow, you will know  it is 
because it doesn’t work. It will have served its purpose - without that annoying flickering!  If you 
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want to know if the brakes are working, push on the brake pedal. If the car doesn’t stop, schedule 
an appointment with your local dealer. 

Desperately-Needed	Last Laughs…	
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 British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form

Submit with your $20 dues payment at our AGM
Name(s):             

Address:       City:      

Province/State:    Postal Code:     

Email Address:      Phone:     

*Car(s) Owned:            

               
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles.  Include only those 
that support your membership in this club. 
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