HAPPY NEW YEAR, ONE AND ALL!

🎇🎈🎈🎈

WIRE WHEELS THE SAGA CONTINUES… See page 5
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The Bluewater British Car Clu
The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of
the BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each
month for inclusion in
the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder at
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com

promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining,
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events ar
scheduled throughout the year

2020 Club Executiv
President: Mark Jones, bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.co
Treasurer: Chris Gardner,
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.co
Secretary: Sandra Cronk,
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.com
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder,
bluewaterbritishcc@gmail.co

EVENT: Wednesday January 13th, 7:00 PM:

Noggin and Na er Guest Speaker
At the January Noggin and Natter, we will be having
a guest speaker: John Macartney. John started his
career in 1962 with Jaguar Cars, then moved to
Triumph, then to BMW, then to Massey-Ferguson
(UK), then to Case International in Paris then with
GKN plc, then founded his own company of
bespoke Autoparts and Service Management
Training.
John visited Sarnia in 2009 during his ‘Triumph
Trans-AmeriCa Charity Drive’, driving a restored
Triumph Stag across Canada and the US. Money
raised in Canada went to The Anxiety Disorders
Association of Canada.
John’s Father worked for Standard Triumph and
directly for Sir John Black, who was the Chairman
of Standard Triumph at one point. John is going to
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talk about his memories of his Father working for Sir John Black and of Sir John Black
himself.
We hope you can join us 7pm Wednesday, January 13, to hear John speak. We know
you will enjoy his presentation.

From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones
I hope everyone who tuned into Ian’s presenta on enjoyed his talk about his
involvement in the RV8 project, I certainly did.
This month’s Noggin and Na er’s guest speaker will be John Macartney, who
will be talking about his memories of his Father and Sir John Black. He wrote
a book about this me called ‘In the Shadow of My Father’, of which I have a
copy. Please join in Wednesday, the 13th, and show your apprecia on for
John staying up past midnight.
As I men oned before, if you have any sugges ons for a guest speaker, or topics to discuss, or you
would like to give a presenta on of some sort (tour of your garage, talk about your stamp
collec on), please let me know.
What great news we received in mid-December that a covid-19 vaccine has been approved by
Health Canada; a light at the end of the tunnel. Hopefully this means that by spring or summer,
we’ll be able to get back together socializing and other events such as a 25th Anniversary barbecue.
Fingers crossed.

Mark

Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
We start the New Year with good news and bad news. The good news
is that our frequent contributors have responded and we now have a
plethora of exciting new materials on hand for this issue and then
some. Not all of those materials could fit into this issue, but they will all
appear soon in these pages.
The bad news is that we have failed to attract new contributors. I
called out, recently just for photos with only enough material for a
caption. Easy, right? How many of us said to ourselves, “sure I can do
that” and then proceeded to forget?
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Let me tell you a little bit about human nature and the Bachelder family. Your Humble
Servant, for example, lives in the moment. Performing musicians need to be focused only
on the present instant. Mrs Bachelder, however, is a planner - something her nursing and
infection-control career required. When Mrs Bachelder asks your humble servant to attend to
some household task, humble servant starts to do it immediately. “Oh no” says Mrs B. “Not
now, finish your coffee first… Just plan on doing it sometime…” (today or this week or…).
Guess what, folks - it doesn’t get done.
Until hours, days, or weeks later when Mrs B does it herself. Was Humble Servant too lazy?
Incompetent? Uncaring? None of the above (we think… you might have your own opinions).
But Humble Servant can only think of what he is about to do right now. Given a similar task,
Mrs B will put it on her calendar for 2:47 PM a week from Tuesday and it will get done.
Because she plans on it.
OK, so what’s the point of all this? It’s a matter of how do I get you potential new
contributors to send in some material. If you too live in the moment go to your computer
NOW. You can read the rest of this paragraph later, but first, RIGHT NOW you need to send
your Humble Servant a picture and a caption. Or, if you are a planner, just decide when
you’re going to do it and put it on your calendar. Since you are a planner, no doubt it will get
done. And Humble Servant will be happy.
Of course there’s another alternative here: maybe some of us are neither in the moment
persons, nor planners; they just don’t care. There’s nothing we can do about that.
OK, the folks who just don’t care have now been offended and they left. That leaves the rest
of us. What can we do to enjoy our club and our great friendships? Between snow, salt,
COVID, and closed St Clair River bridges, alternatives for British car club activities are
certainly limited.
But one thing we can do is hold Zoom meetings with interesting guest speakers. Zoom is
free, thanks to Mark who paid for one subscription to serve us all. And we just did it! Mark
arranged for Ian Pogson to stay up well-past his UK bedtime to address our 7 PM Noggin
and Natter back on December 9th. The meagre handful of us who managed to attend found
it wonderfully informative and entertaining. It was really fun. If you missed it, you have
another chance on Wednesday January 13th at 7:00 PM when our guest speaker will be
John McCartney, most well-known to us from his years at Standard Triumph. He has already
been introduced in another article in this issue, from which we learn that he started in the
British auto industry in 1962! How many of these guys are still with us? This is a golden
opportunity to have a conversation with one of the pioneer designers of the cars most of us
own and enjoy.

’ See you on the road…
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Wire Wheels…

The Controversy Continues
By Al Cronk with Allen Bachelder

My editorial rant about wire wheels stirred up some commentary. It seems safe to say I am
in the minority. But when Al Cronk is among those who read something controversial, we
can rest assured that the transpiring dialog will be the stuff of which interesting articles are
made. So, here we go…
Al’s premise is that wire wheels such as we find on our MGBs are a poor design, failing to do
justice to the concept. He writes:
“Congratulations on the success of getting your MGC on a set of disc wheels. I am one of
those wire-wheel connoisseurs, of course, from a way back, but can certainly understand
your frustration with these British wire wheels.
“Solid steel wheels did not simply follow the
wires as a matter of having a better design,
obsoleting the former. Attached is a photo of
one of a set of 1922 Hupmobile wheels that my
family still has in stock, should you need to give
your MG a bit of a lift (these are tires with a rim
diameter of 24”!). The customer at the time
could have the car equipped with either
wooden-spoked wheels, or these (at an added
expense, I believe). Most cars, though, were
sold with wooden spokes. Chevy, as late as
1929, offered the same option, with the rim size
slightly smaller, 21”.
At this period, when steel wheels were being introduced to the
automotive scene, the Indy 500 cars ran almost exclusively on wire wheels. As you know, I
restored a set of 1923 Dayton wires, the same ones used at the Indy track in 1923 to 25,
where the qualifying times were 80 + miles per hour! These wheels were not only durable
under extreme stresses, they were attractive, and, they were relatively light. It was the latter
advantage that made these wheels the choice over anything else available at the time.
Other than Bugatti, many of these race cars carried the wire wheel well into the 1930’s.
“So, why am I a fan of the early wire wheels, but, like you, hate the ones used on the 1950’s,
‘60’s, and ‘70’s British cars? The answer is simple: the cross-sectional design of them! The
Dayton wheels have a wide wheel center, with 72 spokes mounted in it; the spokes cross
each other, with the spokes on the outside of the hub going to the inside of the rim, and
those on the inside of the hub attaching to the outside of the rim. Triangulation works! Both
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torque from the axles, and side stresses from the road, are easily looked after by the
location of the spokes.
“Now, look at the design of your average MG wheel: the wheel center is very short
(compared to an old Dayton, especially); then, all the spokes go to the outside of the wheel!
Why aren’t half of them attached to the inner side of the rim? The wheels are flawed from
the drawing board! They handle torque from the engine okay, but any side-stresses bend
the wheels. It’s no wonder that you get that spongy feel! My brother-in-law had a Jag XK
120, with wheels that I think had only 48-spokes. He could not go around a corner without
having the wheels bent out of shape.
“So, I am with you on the problems with the wire wheels you have had experience with, and I
admit that they are a nuisance to clean, but I still like the appearance of these little, spidery
things, especially the chrome ones. I only wish the British had farmed out the production of
their wheels to the Dayton people of Ohio, or any other manufacturer who could see both
sides of a wheel rim.”
In a later email, Al continues:
“Here is a picture that will give the
reader a glimpse of REAL wire wheels:
note the deep wheel-centers, and the
spokes being attached to BOTH sides
of the rims. In 1928, Louis Meyer won
the Indy 500, piloting a rear-drive Miller
over a course of 500 miles, with an
average speed of 99.482 mph; a
competitor, Leon Duray, driving a frontwheel-drive Miller, hit speeds up to 124
mph. Wire wheels seemed to stand up
to speed and endurance in those days!
The attached scan of a cross-section of
an early Dayton wheel shows how the
wheel center has very little offset, and
spokes attach to both the inside and
outside of the rim. Compare that to the picture of an MG wheel, where the shallow hub (with
only 2 ½” spread between inner and outer spokes) is offset beyond the center of the wheel,
and has spokes attached to only the outer half of the rim; the inner half is totally
unsupported! It’s no wonder that a driver might find these wheels rather spongy!”
Al explains why our MG wheels are designed as they are:
“The designer of the MG-styled wire wheels had things on his mind other than strength and
durability of the wheel itself. He would have been well aware that the strongest wire wheel
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would have a very wide wheel center with its
center-line corresponding to that of the rim,
and laced in such a manner that both sides of
the rim would be supported by spokes from
both sides of the center hub. However, this
type of wheel works fine on axles that have
no brake drums nor steering apparatus.
These require the center of the wheel to be
offset.
Trying to satisfy the many
requirements of such a wheel resulted in the
much-less-than-perfect wheels that you and I
have to put up with. Can you imagine what it
would be like to steer an MG if the tire tread,
instead of being directly under the king pin, was 5” outside of it?
“I’m finding more information about these things than I had ever come across before. Most
recently, I learned that Dayton sells replacement wheels for Jaguars, but their product
seems to go one step further than the (Dunlop?) originals: Dayton uses three rows of spokes
where they attach to the rim, and a forged wheel center, instead of a stamped one. The
company claims that they will never need truing. These wheels have 72 spokes.
“Now, compare the first photo to the second picture, of a 54-spoke rim from an early Jag.
Notice the second rim has all 54 spokes virtually in a straight line along the outer edge of the
rim. Nothing is laced to the center, or the other side at all! There’re even worse than the
MG style!
“How I came by this set of Jaguar rims might be of some interest to you: a friend of mine
used to race a stock Model T in vintage races. Now, we’re talking a lot of power here: 20
horses, to be exact! For some reason, he installed a Jaguar rear axle in the speedster, and
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thus, the wire wheels that were
mated to it. Over the course of many
years running around the ovals at
speeds up to 35 mph or so, Dave
found that the wire wheels were
giving out; he was stripping the
splines!
“So, as well as having tremendous
offsets in their wheel centers (which
weakened the wheels significantly),
the manufacturers of wire wheels for
these English cars chose about the
worst drive mechanism of all time: a
very shallow spline. Our race car, the
King’s Special, had quick-change
Dayton wheels which mounted onto
the hubs with 24 teeth, meshing into
the wheel center. There was no easy
way of stripping these massive teeth,
even if the wheel became loose.
Another sure-fire way of driving the
wheels was with ½ ‘ pins, usually set
far apart on a wide flange on the
inner portion of the hub, that matched
a set of holes drilled into the wheel
centers. Again, these wheels didn’t
slip on the hubs either. When we first
got our MG, all four wheels had their
splines stripped, and about half the
replacements I located for it were
very well worn. I can easily see why
one can get very disenchanted with
wire wheels if these are the only ones
with which he has had experience.”
And now, it’s time to explain our cover
picture: an 1886 Benz - a model that has become increasingly difficult to find on used car
lots in recent years.
“I may have vowed that the previous attachments regarding spoked wheels were my last;
well I have one more: this 1886 Benz seems to have the perfect wire wheels: wide wheel
center, lots of spokes, no offset, and a sprocket drive that is part of the wheel center/hub
assembly (no “tooth” drive, no splines to strip). From that point in our automotive history, we
seemed to have gone downhill until we reached the low point in the 1970’s with the likes of
the MGB wheels.”
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I can only add that Al always sends us beautiful photos, and I cannot help that the Benz
photo is the kind of eye-candy that makes for great cover pictures. It is also noteworthy that
Madame Benz drove one of these cars all over Europe - alone - to demonstrate the reliability
of the car.

December 26,
2020: Alan
Cutcher wrote…
“I know many of you watched the
posting of my son, Steed, reading
"The Night Before Christmas" to his
mother who was at his home in
Savannah under hospice care. I am
sorry and saddened to report that she
passed away early this morning. she
will be missed.”
~~~~~
Alan Cutcher, a founding member of
our Bluewater British Car Club, and
Pauline, attended many of our Club
meetings and gatherings together. It
was always a pleasure to have them
join us.

Gardner’s TR3A is back… Finally!
By Chris Gardner

The old girl had quite the makeover just before she turned sixty years old on Nov 23rd. Well,
at least a few of the parts turned sixty.
There were a lot of miscellaneous mechanical improvements needed. Some suspension and
brake work, a generator swapped out for an alternator. The distributor was rebuilt and new
wire set added. It now starts like the Hyundai! The SU's were rebuilt and with a new sender
unit the fuel gauge now reads a bit closer to reality. The heater was moved from a box in the
boot to its proper position behind and below the facia.
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It would seem if there was a
seal, gasket or plug they were
leaking whatever fluid they
were trying to contain. A lot of
work in that area as well.
She also got tarted up a bit.
Front apron was looking
dreadful due to a rather poor
repair and paint effort years
ago. At that time, the apron
was apparently propped up
against a tree and sprayed.
With panel work and paint
along with proper headlights it
has taken on quite a new
appearance. Upgrading to LED lighting now allows the instruments to be read and the rear
lights to be seen. The car is not without flaws and blemishes but you have to get closer to
see them.
The first of October was
the start of the 2020
summer driving season
for the TR. ‘ Enjoyed
being on the road again
doing the driving
challenge. There are
some interesting spots
in and around town. I
had not known that
Sarnia was home to the
“Willie's Inn” motel. It
may not be the best
place in town but it gets
points for its name.
Still have some work to
over the winter. Interior
needs a good sprucing
up and for some
unknown reason, after 150 miles of driving with no issues, the car suddenly decided, on its
own, to hesitate, smoke and backfire after starting out. @&%$# ! Back in it's normal location
on the left side of garage with the bonnet up pointed to the ceiling!
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We are delighted… and grateful to present the first of a series of Road Trip reports from
Kim and Laura Rutherford. Kim and Laura took these trips with dear old friends of the
BBCC: Byron and Barbara Warwick.

ROAD TRIP 2015
By Kim Rutherford
This years road trip in the Healey
with the Warwicks in their MGTF
started on a very cloudy Sunday
morning, destination for the first day
being Niagara Falls Ontario. We
managed top down motoring until a
half hour before getting to the Falls.
Desperate to get out of the car and in
need of a coffee and maybe
something to eat we stopped at a
Restaurant only to be told they had
stopped serving food for the day, time
3 pm. So much for that. It had now
started to rain lightly, actually we had
Holiday Inn, Niagara Falls
been lucky to drive this far under a
threatening sky and not get wet. We
put the tops up on the cars and
moved on. Now it was really raining
heavily as we made our way into the
falls and heavy traffic. Fortunately
Laura and I have been there many
times before so we made our way to
the Holiday Inn on Murray Street
without any problems.
Pulling up in front of the hotel to
unpack and stay dry under the
entrance , we were surprised by the
number of people with cameras who
started taking pictures of the cars. Of
course our pleasure! After getting
Kim and Laura at the revolving restaurant
checked in and settled in our rooms,
we took the cars back to the large
parking lot, and did what any self respecting traveller would do: we went to the bar and had
a drink, together with a light snack. Not too much to eat as later that night we all enjoyed a
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great meal at the top of the
revolving restaurant. Dark
clouds restricted our view of the
falls, however we all had a good
time.

Seneca Lake, Watkins Glen, New York

Next morning after a nice
breakfast, included with our
stay, we cruised by the duty
free, each car picked up a
bottle, and we went through
customs into Niagara Falls NY.
Certainly not as affluent as its
Canadian counterpart, complete
with rough roads we carried on,
passing through Buffalo on the
so-called bypass. I have never
seen so many traffic lights in the
20 miles travelled.

Glad that the clutch in the Healey had survived that, we drove through some beautiful
countryside, stopping for lunch in the small town of Avon. The local family restaurant did not
disappoint and we all enjoyed our meal.
Back on the road again with the occasional stop for gas for the Healey. It has a fairly large
appetite for premium fuel, however
gas prices were very reasonable
throughout the whole trip.
We arrived at our destination, The
Golden Knight Motel in Rocks
Stream just outside Watkins Glen
at around 3.30 pm. The motel
overlooked Lake Seneca, nice
view.
Later we drove into
Watkins Glen, just a great little
town; the main street decorated
with chequered Flags. This is a
motoring town with much history
of motor racing, and they build on
this. Smalleys Garage on Main
Street, now run by the third
generation of the original family,
and was used as a scrutineering Laura, under the archway on the Boardwalk. Seneca Lake
depot in the earlier days.
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Dinner that night was at the Seneca Lodge, a rustic restaurant surrounded by small log
cabins available for rent. The bar is very colourful with articles left by racing drivers and
personalities over the years. A drive back to the motel in the dark on a warm night completed
quite a long day.
Next day after a nice breakfast in downtown Watkins Glen we set off on highway 14 to
Corning NY to visit the corning Glass museum - a nice drive through wooded areas with
plenty of curves and hills. Large signs showed us the way to the Glass Museum. We spent
about 4 hours wandering through both the newly built modern building and the older portion.
Very interesting and well worth the visit. After having lunch we motored back to Watkins Glen
on the same road. That night we ate at an Italian restaurant in the downtown area. As
always the cars were of interest to many.
Next stop for the night was Clayton NY, and by the mid afternoon we were ready for another
break. We took a side road down to a lakeside town, sitting at a deck on the edge of the
water enjoying a welcome beverage. By late afternoon we were in Clayton, settled in
accommodations at the local downtown motel. While unpacking in the parking lot a couple
came over to look at the cars. ‘ Turns out they were from New Zealand, are big travelers and
live not far from my old hometown. Had a good chat with them. Of course he was a big car
nut having both a Porsche 911 and a Pagoda Mercedes besides a 56 Chev Bel Air . We are
hoping they will stay with us next time they are in Canada.
Next day we went to the Antique boat Museum, described in another article. [ed note:
coming soon] After visiting the Antique boat museum we drove towards Gananoque. After
another stop at the duty free for a bottle, crossing two bridges, we were there and back in
Canada. Stopped for lunch on the
patio of a local restaurant. That
over, we drove on to Kingston,
entering downtown near the
water. The local information
Tourist Bureau managed to get us
two rooms at a very nice
boutique hotel, The Belvedere,
built in the early 1900s. Charming
place, and the owners’ son
showed me a Healey that they
store for a friend, in the
underground garage. Beside it
was an old model T Ford slowly
sinking into the dirt floor. Dinner
out in downtown Kingston was
again Italian, quite the noisiest
restaurant we have ever been
The Golden Knight Hotel, Rock Stream New York, and
too. However the food was good.
two beautiful British sports cars
On the road again we drove
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towards Picton. ‘ Big surprise for us: we had to take the ferry. ‘ Always worry about entry and
exit on ferries as the Healey is so low, but we made it OK .
Cobourg was our final stop before we ended up in Toronto for British Car Day. Again tourist
information got us a lovely place surrounded by lawn and garden about 5 blocks from
downtown.
Late in the afternoon we all went for a walk downtown ending up having a drink at a bar
converted from an old jail. Quite different!! At night we ate at our hotel - great meal, nice
service.
Come the morning we all pack up the cars, and get set to go. Byron turns the key and pulls
the starter in the TF… Nothing! No problem I have jumper cables in the trunk and we get his
car going. Further down the road we stop at a Canadian Tire and after a short wait a new
battery is installed and we are on our way again. Not long after we get onto the 407 and
despite the fact that we are driving at a slower speed than most of the traffic we have no
problems and get off at the Bronte Road exit and our hotel. The Quality Inn had a special
rate for British Car Day and we were given a suite which was very comfortable. A hose was
provided and I washed the Healey, Byrons car was still pretty clean. Dinner that night was at
Jakes Seafood restaurant. As in previous visits, we take a taxi each way.
Sunday, British Car Day turned out to be sunny but cool. Great show as always , dinner at
the hotel that night.
The final day of our trip brought us home through the back roads arriving in Sarnia around
4.00 pm. Great trip, great company, a very enjoyable 9 days, with approximately 1000 miles
covered.
_________________________________________________________________________
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This fascinating article from the April 1997 Spanner points out that most of our DIY
restored cars; indeed, most of the winning cars in our British car shows, are shy of ultraexpensive and pains-taking concours standards.
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DesperatelyNeeded Last
Laughs…

“I see young Stirling’s broken out.”
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Bluewater British and European Car Clu
Membership Application/Annual Renewal for
Name(s):

Submit with your $20 dues payment at our AG

Address:
Province/State:

City:
Postal Code:

Email Address:

Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club.
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