
 

Proper	Winter	Storage…	
Guess	Year,	Make,	and	Model…		Submit	your	answers	to	bachldrs@comcast.net,	using	
subject	heading:	“Spanner	Cover”.	First	correct	answer	wins	choice	of	next	month’s	cover	photo.	
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From the President’s Garage…        
Mark Jones 

Here	 is	 it	 the	 end	 of	 January	 and	 we’re	 finally	 geFng	 proper	 January	
weather,	 the	 thermometer	 is	 reading	 -15C	 this	morning.	 	 This	might	 be	 a	
good	day	 to	be	 in	 the	garage	and	 start	 searching	 for	 the	noisy	 tappet(s)	 in	
Judy’s	F’s	engine.	

A	 friend	 of	 Judy’s	 started	 a	 walking	 game	 as	moOvaOon	 to	 get	 out	 in	 the	
colder	weather	for	a	walk.		A	small	silver	bell	is	hung	on	a	bush	or	something	
next	 to	 the	 sidewalk	along	 their	walking	 route.	 	 They	 take	a	picture	of	 the	
bell	and	its	locaOon	and	share	the	picture	through	a	text	message,	along	with	
a	map	of	 their	 route	 (the	map	 is	 created	 by	 another	 app	on	 their	 phone)	 and	 then	others	 in	 the	
group	walk	the	route,	looking	for	the	bell.	 	Usually	the	walks	are	5	to	10	kilometers	in	length.		If	you	
find	it,	you	then	hide	the	bell	in	another	locaOon,	provide	a	picture	and	a	route	map	and	the	game	is	
on	again!	

Wow,	what	a	fantasOc	presentaOon	John	gave	us	on	Sir	John	Black.	 	The	stories	he	knew	about	the	
man,	partly	due	to	his	father	working	with	him,	were	so	interesOng.		I	cannot	thank	John	enough	for	
puFng	 together	 a	 special	 presentaOon	 for	 us	 and	 for	 talking	 for	 almost	 two	 hours.	 	 How	many	
opportuniOes	will	we	have	 to	hear	 from	someone	who	worked	 for	 Standard	Triumph	and	actually	
met	some	of	the	iconic	figures	of	the	BriOsh	motoring	industry?	 	I	am	also	happy	with	the	turn	out	
we	had,	17	people	joined	in	to	see	and	hear	John’s	presentaOon.			
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We	had	a	nice	discussion	aXer	the	meeOng	about	other	topics	and	guest	speakers	for	an	upcoming	
Noggin	and	NaZer.	 	One	suggesOon	was	about	a	fella	that	could	talk	about	ZDDP	and	if	 it	 	really	is	
required	 for	older	flat	 tappet	engines.	Another	 idea	was	a	short	presentaOon	on	how	perform	the	
simple	test	for	determining	if	gasoline	contains	ethanol.		If	you	have	an	idea	for	a	presentaOon,	or	for	
a	guest	speaker,	please	let	me	know	and	we’ll	arrange	for	another	Noggin	and	NaZer.	

Mark 

Clutch Chatter…   
Allen Bachelder 

Having read Mark’s column only moments ago, we are inspired by the 
“bell game” enjoyed by Judy’s group of walkers. Could the game be 
adapted to the needs of otherwise house-bound British car driver/
navigator teams?  We say “teams” because the jobs of driving and 
searching for the “bells” must, for safety’s sake, be separate and 
distinct. No solo entrants here! And of course the small bell quite 
visible to walkers would have to be replaced with something readily 
visible to navigators motoring by. This is another potential activity that 
could be practiced without fear of COVID infestation.  

Your humble servant, living in a foreign country, would be precluded from participation. But 
for those eligible: go for it!  

We believe the serpentine belt project on our ’73 MGB/GT is nearing the end.  The belt spins 
easily on the starter, while remaining on most of the pulleys almost all of the time! And we 
met the unexpected challenges of designing/installing a lower radiator hose routed such that 
it doesn’t foul on the new route of the belt.  We now have the radiator back in, and while A/C 
condenser and hoses have yet to be installed, we are first working on start-up. That may 
happen as early as today.  The two-year old fuel in the tank must go first, then fuel lines 
blown out and the float-bowls emptied.  Next, we discovered that our 17 year-old Pertronix 
electronic ignition failed. Having heard many claims that new Pertronix units are much less 
reliable than the good ole ones, we have converted back to points and a condenser.  Putting 
parts together from two old distributors, we now have one good one, delivering a blistering 
purple spark at the plugs. Next challenge is to get it delivered at the right time.  

For the first time in our tenure as editor of The Spanner, we find ourselves with more 
material than we can use on one issue.  That is NOT a signal to relax; it IS a signal to keep it 
up!  Next month, we look forward to another Road Trip Report from Kim Rutherford, an 
invitation to diagnose some rather strange behavior from Al Cronk’s old Austin A40 pick-up, 
and Colin Pritchard’s account of camping and electrical mods to his Land Rover Defender.  
Just reading it once, I already want to get a Defender.   

’ See  you on the  road… 
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WIRE WHEELS -  
THE	DISCUSSION	GOES	ON	-	AND	ON…	

In response to our cover picture last month, Roy Overton 
did some research, resulting in the following story. 

Bertha Benz was the first person to drive a Vehicle with 
an internal combustion engine any significance 
distance .  

On 5 August 1888, 39-old Bertha Benz drove from 
Mannheim to Piorzheim with her sons Richard and 
Eugen, thirteen and fifteen years old, without telling her 
husband and without the permission of the authorities. 
With no fuel tank and only a 4.5 Litre supply of fuel in 
the carburetor, she had to stop at a pharmacy to obtain  
petroleum solvent. She cleaned a blocked fuel line with 
a hair pin, and when the wooden brakes began to fail, 
visited a cobbler to install leather. The evaporative cooling system required water to be 
added at every stop, and Richard and Eugen often had to push the vehicle up steep roads.  

The 106 km trip received a great deal of publicity, and launched the development of the 
Automobile. 

Many thanks to Roy for this contribution.  We suspect that Bertha was rather a gifted, 
resourceful mechanic and diagnostician herself.  So much for stereotypes! 

Let’s	Get	Technical	–		
Can	Ethanol	be	removed	from	Gasoline?	

By Dr Precocious Pantaloons, Automotive MD 
“Dear Mister Smarty-Pants”, 
Can you remove alcohol from gasoline by simply adding water, 
shaking it up, and letting the alcohol and water solution settle to 
the bottom of the container?  It seems simple, and for engines 
that sit over the winter, the alcohol wouldn’t be attacking the steel 
gas tank and other gas line components. 

“Dear Mister Inquisitive”, 
No, you can't remove alcohol from gasoline because it is 
soluble in gasoline, just like alcohol is soluble in water.   

If you add water to gasoline that does not contain alcohol, within a 
short period of time the water settles to the bottom and the gasoline floats on top of the 
water and there is a distinct line between the water layer and the gasoline, this is the phase 
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separation.  However, if you add water to gasoline that contains alcohol, you won't get this 
distinct phase separation line because alcohol is soluble in both gasoline and water.  You will 
see the water at the bottom and the gasoline floating on the water but there will be a murky 
area between the two, no distinct phase separation lines.  This is the simple test to tell if 
gasoline contains alcohol or not. 

Alcohol doesn't attack steel gas tanks but the alcohol in the gasoline will absorb any water 
present in the air space at the top of the gas tank and the water will then settle to the bottom 
of the tank and will start attacking (corroding) the steel tank.  The best way to stop this from 
happening is to fill the gas tank as much as possible for gas and add a stabiliser, which is 
designed to help deal with alcohol-containing gasoline. 

The rubber used in traditional gas lines is attacked by alcohol, it breaks down and gas will 
start weeping through it.  Change the rubber hoses to nitrile rubber fuel hose, which is 
impervious to alcohol attack.  I went through this issue when we moved from NS.  Both the 
BGT and the Spitfire's fuel hoses started cracking and dripping gas.  Since changing to new 
fuel hoses, the problem has never returned. 

A friend of mine recently tested the local gas for alcohol and found that only Shell Premium 
gas to be free of ethanol.  Petro Canada gas is blended in London, where ethanol is added 
to all grade.  Imperial has added ethanol blending facilities in Sarnia, so all their grades now 
have ethanol.  Shell does not have ethanol blending facilities at their Sarnia refinery, which is 
probably the reason their premium gas does not contain ethanol. 

If any gas is not to have ethanol, it will be the premium grade because a refinery makes 
gasoline with a regular grade octane and a premium grade and blends for mid-grade.  Some 
refineries now make lower octane grades of gas and blend with ethane to make all grades 
because ethanol is a cheap source of octane compared to running their reformer 
equipment (used to raise the octane level in gasoline blend stock) harder to get the 
additional point of octane. 

* * * * * 
We are delighted… and grateful to present the second in a series of Road Trip reports 
from Kim and Laura Rutherford.  Kim and Laura took this trip with dear old friends of the 
BBCC: Byron and Barbara Warwick as well as Paul and Jean Hicks. 

ROAD TRIP 2006 
        DRIVING	THE	BLUE	RIDGE	PARKWAY	

 	By Kim Rutherford 
Road trips are always fun, so in 2006 we spoke to Byron and Barb Warwick and Paul and 
Jean Hicks and we decided to drive the Blue Ridge Parkway in North Carolina .  We would  
spend about 10 days away, with the first major stop in Gatlinburg. Driving the back roads it 
took us two days to get there. We had our black ’79 MGBLE, Byron's car was his red  ’54 
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MGTF and the Hicks had their yellow ’77 MGB. It was not without some incidents along the 
way . On the first day around 1:30 pm, just cruising along in sunshine, the the sky in the 

distance turned grey then black. Laura suggested we stop and put the top up. My answer: 
oh I don't  know - maybe we will just be able to drive out of it. My thinking was that top was 
packed tight with clothes and things behind the seat and getting an MGB top up is never that 
easily done in a hurry. No sooner than the words issued from my mouth, the rains came 
down in a torrent. Byron was able to shelter under an overpass, but along with the Hicks, we 
were ahead - without shelter. We stopped, I grabbed the tonneau cover out of the trunk and 
pulled it over us as the 18 wheelers went by, their horns honking in mockery,  having a great 
laugh at us being soaked to death . Paul and Jean gave up and came with us when we 
spotted a golf course shelter a few yards beside the highway . We stayed there until the rain 
subsided and then carried on, passengers and interior soaking wet. Next time I will listen to 
Laura!!! 

Well we carried on and dried out somewhat until we made the Motel that night. ‘ Never 
enjoyed a warm shower and dry clothes more. 

Day 2: we continued on the back roads to Gatlinburg, getting there in the evening. ‘ Spent a 
couple days looking around Gatlinburg. Interesting place: ‘ took the free trams all over, lots 
of tourist attractions - including Dollywood. ‘ Had some nice evening meals there, certainly a 
good stop, and the hotel with its indoor pool had everything we could want. 
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Next day we left to go to drive the famous Tail Of The Dragon .  With 318 curves and sharp 
corners in 11 miles it makes for an interesting drive . Personally I loved it - reminding me of 
the roads in NZ and I was right at home with it . People were taking photos of the cars and 
bikes on it and putting them on the internet for sale . As you can see from my pictures they 
did a good job. 

Towards the end of the road at Devils Gap, Paul's MGB started to play up - he was lagging 
behind. When we stopped at Devils Gap Paul informed me his alternator was not working . 
He said he thought he would have to stay in the motel there and order another from Moss 
Motors and have it sent there. It would have meant a three-day stay. I went to the trunk of 
our car and pulled out a spare alternator I had put in there, just in case I had a problem. I 

think he was a bit humbled by this, and we both changed it in the parking lot. 

After getting some pictures taken in front of the Tree of Shame, a monument of parts from 
cars and bikes that had crashed driving the Dragon, we carried  on . I noticed Paul was now 
keeping up, maybe he was grateful for the fix. 

Next day we entered the Blue Ridge Parkway in the Smokey Mountains, and what a great 
road it is - through some incredible scenery, with its great views, and some interesting 
attractions. On these stopovers we chatted with other travelers: some on motorcycles, 

 February 1, 2021     7



 

others driving interesting cars . A Morgan pulled up with an incredible amount of luggage 
strapped to the Luggage rack at the back . They were camping each night and had a tent 
and sleeping bags plus their clothing etc… They said they would be away for two weeks and 
hoped the weather would stay nice for them. 

After a few more days driving and enjoying the Parkway, the speed limit is now 30 mph. We 
had been away for a week and the Blue Ridge Parkway is over 500 miles long. Byron 
decided that even though we were not at the end of the parkway he wanted to go home . So 
that night we had the last dinner together. Paul and Jean said they would go with Byron and 
Barb in case they had a breakdown . In actual fact on the way home Byron had tire trouble 
and also his fuel pump stopped. Later I found out they rigged up a pump with a rubber bulb 
and hand pumped their way home . The tire problem was fixed at a small town that had 
never seen an MGTF before. There were comments like “what's that funny little car?” 

Laura and I carried on and drove the full length of the parkway , at the end we were stopped 
at a rustic outpost and paid a small 
amount to continue on the Virginia 
Skyline Drive. Our trip continued with 
some very hot days. At noon one day 
when we stopped for lunch I noticed 
the heat waves coming of the bonnet of 
the MG . The car never overheated, 
but I left the bonnet up while we had 
lunch just to give that little engine a 
break. 

After all the beautiful days we had had, 
we ended up driving through the rain 
for about 5 or 6 hours . This time we 
were prepared and were nice and dry 
with the hood and windows up and the 
heater on to keep the windshield clear. 
The later MGBs had 3 windshield 
wipers which gave us good vision. We 
drove on to Front Royal, just a lovely 
little place, stopped for a while and had 
an enjoyable time there. 

From there we headed back to Niagara 
Falls, somewhat completing our circle 
after starting in Sarnia. The traffic on 
the US side of the highway, about 4 
lanes of it, coming into Fort Erie was 
super heavy, giving me a fright when 
driving with the top up (it had started to 
rain). I signaled to change lanes and 
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got cut off by a young guy driving super fast and he nearly collided with us. He cut off 
several other cars as well. We were lucky thank goodness. Being tall, my vision with the top 
up was poor. Normally we drove with the top down unless it was raining, vision no problem. 

After a bit we pulled off the highway, had a break and a coffee. It was all a bit too close for 
comfort . Arriving back in Niagara Falls we stayed the night and drove back to Sarnia the 
next day. 

Have to say our great little 79 MGB LE never let us down after over 10 days of .driving. This 
was our first trip on the Blue Ridge Parkway. There was a second time: in 2014 we drove it 
with Byron and Barb with their 54 MGTF while we took our 63 Austin Healey 3000.  ‘ Stay 
tuned! 

Then: 1995 

Allen Bachelder’s 1965 
MGB,  Florrie at the 

wheel. 
Venue is Our Virginia 

farm.

Now: 2021

Almost done in only 26 
years.  Just add an 
engine and interior! 

 February 1, 2021     9



 

Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form

Submit with your $20 dues payment at our AGM
Name(s):             

Address:       City:      

Province/State:    Postal Code:     

Email Address:      Phone:     

*Car(s) Owned:            

               
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles.  Include only those 
that support your membership in this club. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

This Is A Real Road. . . 
Currently travelled by real people in real 
vehicles - including 18-Wheelers, even! 

It’s the next step after you’ve sharpened 
your motoring skills on the Tail of the 
Dragon. It’s called “Red Mountain Pass” 
and it’s near Silverton Colorado. Check 
some of it out on a seven-minute 
motorcycle ride on the next page.  Make 
sure you open to full screen mode on your 
computer.  The views are then breathless. 
Hang on - they’re also a bit dizzying! 

Next, check out “America’s Most Dangerous 
Road - The Million Dollar Highway” as it is 
also known.  This is a narrated tour and it’s 
well done. 

Finally, take a 33-minute ride with a semi 
truck driver and learn how a professional 
handles the challenge. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFCFpVr_uEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd5SYDzXKKY


 

 If you’d like to experience this for yourself, the North American MGA Register’s annual Get-
Together (GT) is in nearby Colorado Springs in 2022: June 6th-9th.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiJE-uGZ17M

