“Not A Clear View”
Frequent contributor, Al Cronk, laments that during their outing to Canatara Park,
neither he nor Sandra were able to see the Bachelder’s Magnette across the
water on the US side (see arrow). Sadly, the reason is that the Bachelder’s
Magnette was still in the garage - where it has remained since November of
2019.
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The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of
the BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each
month for inclusion in
the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
or by post to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2020 Club Executive
President: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
michael.walton933563@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris Gardner, cgardner5@cogeco.ca
Secretary: Sandra Cronk, kindermomma@hotmail.com
Events Coordinator: Vacant
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder, bachldrs@comcast.net

The
Sign
Rather
Says it
all…
Al Cronk
views the
sign that
explains
everything.
The entire
world
seems
closed until
further
notice.
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From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones

Dear members, our Spanner editor, Allen, is struggling for
content and he needs your help filling the pages. A suggestion
of a story about your first British or European car was put out
several months ago and only a handful of members took the
time to provide Allen with a write-up; thank-you to those that did.
I’m wondering why other members can’t take 15 minutes to type
up a couple paragraphs and send a picture? It’s your club, it
requires your input, especially this year.
It’s been a difficult year due to COVID19 but with local cases quite small, I am
glad that members like Kim and Laura, and Bill and Jackie have been willing to
be supportive of the club and being willing to now organise club drives and
events. Your continued support of the club is much appreciated, thank-you.
Our second attempt at a club meeting went well. Thanks to everyone that came
to our house for the August meeting, we had a turnout of eight people. People
commented that it was nice to get out and to see people that they hadn’t seen in
months.
People enjoyed it enough that we will have another meeting in
September.
At the August meeting, we discussed meeting at Brander Park in September, but
with Bill Vandenheuval putting on a drive this month that will include Brander
Park, we instead will hold our meeting at Canatara Park, at 6pm, Wednesday,
September 9. I will get to the park early and find a spot close to the Sandy Lane
end of the park, first exit off the round about.

Mark

Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
In just these last few days, the isolation caused by
COVID 19 is starting to get to us. A couple of weeks
ago, the annual St Clair River Float-down was held apparently without incident, but US participants were
forewarned that should they drift to the Canadian shores,
they would not be met with traditional Ontario hospitality.
Clutch Chatter continued, page 5
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Calendar of Events

2020

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

12
9
16
19

Wallaceburg car collection drive - Bill Vandenheuval
Monthly Meeting – Canatara Park, 6pm
Noggin and Natter Zoom meeting
Alternative J’s Performance Invade the Close Car Show

TBD Club drive – Kim and Laura Rutherford
14 Noggin and Natter Zoom meeting

NOVEMBER

11 Noggin and Natter Zoom meeting

DECEMBER

6
9

Christmas Brunch: Noon
Noggin and Natter Zoom meeting

Last-Minute Calendar updates…
We’ve just heard that Bill Vandenheuval has planned a splendid drive to visit a fine
car collection on September 12th. Regrettably, we on the West Side of the River Of
Our Despair cannot participate but of course most of us can, and we beg you to
support this event enthusiastically. Please, participants, bless us with lots of pictures
and we shall enjoy the event vicariously!
And, Dave Gildner has kindly shared the following message from Dan Moore:
“Well folks, due to covid-19 we will not be having the ‘J,s Performance Invade the
Close Car Show’ this year. But the need of The Salvation Army is greater than ever
this year, and the show was a fundraiser for them. We are planning to put a large box
in the front yard of my house on Sept. 19th, from 10-3. Please place your donations
of $20 or more, together with your name and address, in an envelope and toss it in
the box. You will receive a receipt in the mail. Driving slowly is encouraged (yeah I
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know this is a new experience for some). The residents will be in their front yards
cheering you on and all covid protocol must be followed. The park has not been
procured for this year.
Thanks in advance and hope to see a big turnout to support a great organization.
J,s Performance Car Show Committee
Dan Moore”
Clutch Chatter continued from page 3

In fact, stragglers of US origin would be detained by the long arm of the Canadian
law. For those of us from the West Side of the River; those of us whose entire social
life resides on the East Side of the River, little would the Canadian authorities know
how attractive such a fate might be. Free room and board as guests of the Canadian
gendarmes for an indeterminate period of time; proximity to our best friends…
sounds pretty good to us.
Or are we just getting desperate? Well, the Float-down came and went while the
Bachelders chose to retain their current form of detention - [trapped] in their home
here in North Street Michigan. The Magnette has not been out of the garage since
last year. Nor has the little blue B/GT - receiving 16 years worth of deferred
maintenance plus a few improvements about which you already know more than you
ever cared to know in the first place.
We’ve been out on a few routine errands in the MGC/GT - that being the extent of our
British-car excursions thus far this year - to the bank, the liquor store, the grocery
store, the liquor store, the hardware store, a couple of machine shops, and the liquor
store… In fact, a few days ago when we planned a similar bit of routine pleasure in
the “C” (“Cecil”), we found it suffering a flat tyre in our garage. It’s still sitting there
like that; we may get to it tomorrow (Saturday) morning. That car is, like our B/GT
and our ’65 B, also the subject of numerous upgrades, but they’re now all possible on
an out-patient basis - allowing us to drive it in between, and even during, these minor
projects. That is - once we settle this flat tyre business.
How many of us own wire-wheeled British cars? In the modern world of internet
acronyms, we contend that wire wheels are a “PITA”: a Pain In The Anatomical
Posterior portion of the human body. And our current dilemma is illustrative:
“FFTS” (Frequent Flat Tyre Syndrome). Wire wheels require “inner-tubes” - a term so
archaic that our spell-checker could not find a way to spell it. And not just any old
inner-tube - like the type you might use for… say… a Float-down on the St Clair
River. Apparently when you put an inner-tube in a radial tyre on a wire wheel, you get
a “perfect storm”: all three of these ingredients simply hate each-other.
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There is a solution. Or at least there was. Back in the ‘90s, we owned a ’76 MGB
with wire wheels. Early on, we could not achieve even 200 miles without a flat tyre.
In this regard, our current experience is emblematic: 162 miles from new to flat. We
used the standard one-size-fits-all inner-tubes supplied by our local purveyor of fine
tyres and inner-tubes, presuming these were all that were available. Fortunately, that
was wrong. The venerable Moss Motors sold inner-tubes that were at least double
the thickness, made of a grade of rubber that was wire-wheel-radial-ply tolerant. But
now is twenty years later. Moss still lists inner-tubes - at a price that would make
your eyes water, but if they are the solution, we can always get a second mortgage
on the house. ‘ Remember when a good inner-tube at Canadian Tire cost about
$2.49? ‘ Makes you feel old, doesn’t it!
“Discount Tire” in The States is known to be not only reputable, but a good friend to
the vintage car community. But in this case have they let us down?
Oh, the travails we endure…
‘ See you on the road…

Post Script
Well we got our tyre fixed Saturday. The experience did not go quite as smoothly as
anticipated. First, the agent became rather belligerent over the very idea that
Discount Tire could have installed a tube in a radial tyre. From there on, matters
deteriorated. It turns out the tube installed was one I had purchased from Moss and it
was full of abrasions and numerous leaks. Does this mean the Moss inner-tubes are
no longer reliable? Or might it be that the inner surfaces of my new radial tyres are
rougher than those of 15-20 years ago - rendering the Moss tubes ineffective through
no fault of their own? As we go to press, another solution has crossed our desk!
Stay tuned…

15 Minutes of LBC Fame
Mark Jones
You’ve all probably seen pictures of people next to a landmark that is related to their
beloved Little British Car (LBC). Back when I was living in Halifax, I knew of an
English pub in Windsor, about 30 minutes from Halifax, called the “Spitfire Arms”. My
intentions were to have a picture taken of me and my Spitfire in front of the pub. I
called up my friend Jeff, telling him what I wanted to do and the two of us decided to
drive up the day before I was leaving for a job in Ontario.
15 Minutes, continued - page 7
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15 Minutes, continued from page 6
We drove up on a beautiful August day with the top down to the Spitfire Arms. It’s a
nice English-styled
pub, not that I would
really know, I’ve
never been to
England.
In any
event, we sat at the
side-walk patio and
enjoyed a few
beverages. Almost
everyone who
strolled by glanced
at the little orange
car.
I heard one
couple comment
that the owner was
brave to drive it from
Kentucky, which is
where I bought the
car and it was still
wearing a Kentucky
plate on the front. Jeff took a few pictures
with me and the Spitfire posed in front of
the Pub.
A couple weeks later the Proprietor of the
Pub emailed the British Auto Touring
Association of Nova Scotia’s email list
inviting people to come to his Englishstyled pub. I contacted the fellow and told
him about my visit to the pub and attached
a picture of me and my Spitfire in front of
the Spitfire Arms.
A few months later, my friend back in
Halifax emailed this ad for the Spitfire
Arms, which is also showing on the local
TV Guide channel. Looks like I just had
my 15 minutes of fame.
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BBCC 20202 Driving Challenge
Since we can’t yet get together as a club for drives and social gathers, we are challenging you to
get out and drive your British or European car through a driving challenge. Visit the locations
below with your British or European car, provide the date and a picture of the location with
your car in the picture. There are 12 locations to visit in any order.
Please send the Challenge pictures with description and date visited by email to
mowog73@gmail.com (please put the wording ‘driving challenge’ in the subject line of the
email). We must have received your entries by the end of October.
The winner of the Challenge will receive a free Christmas brunch for two at the Club’s Christmas
brunch event on December 6 (location to be determined).
So, let’s get driving!

LOCATIONS TO BE VISITED IN 2020 by end of October
1. Town Hall or City Hall (other than of the municipality where you reside)
2. Business with a prominent neon sign
3. Roadside fruit or vegetable stand
4. Municipal airport (not Sarnia’s) – include sign identifying the airport
5. Old roadside motel (1940s, 50s or 60s vintage)
6. Museum
7. Next to a farm vehicle (no pickup trucks)
8. A Candy Store
9. Car junk yard, extra point for British (and not your own)
10. Show and shine
11. A Chip truck
12. Operating gas station with service bays (not a modern gas bar)
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LAST LAUGHS

MG E-MOTION BASED SPORTS CAR…
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• All-new MG E-Motion-based sports car will be unveiled next year
• This new model will be the brand's first all-electric sports car
The last we had heard of MG’s E-Motion concept was at the Shanghai motor
show in 2017, which is where the all-electric 4-seat sports coupé had been
revealed. Plans to put it into production had been pushed back to 2021. Now,
patent images have surfaced online, showing what the production-spec MG EMotion concept would look like.
In terms of its powertrain, all we know is that the concept had an in-housedeveloped, all-electric setup. The concept was claimed to do the 0-100kph sprint
in less than 4sec and go over 500km on a single charge.
If the patents do indicate that a production model is close, it’ll be MG Motor’s
first all-electric sports car. The production-spec E-Motion will join the MG ZS EV
in the brand’s EV portfolio; the eSUV is already on sale in multiple markets.
Credit to Autocar India. Courtesy of MG Owners’ Club

PLEASE READ THIS
We have no idea how long the COVID 19 Pandemic might last. You will note that
most of our club events are NOT marked “CANCELLED”. Not yet anyway. Do note
that since the border will not open before August 21st, the Bachelders’ intended rally
must be cancelled. Should COVID fortunes change radically, we will consider
rescheduling in October.
The point is that there is no guarantee that we will not have to issue further
cancellations and/or postponements in the coming months. With all club events,
PRESUME NOTHING! Always verify club events in advance. We will get through
this.
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Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM in January, 2021
New Members: submit anytime!
Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club
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