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The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of the
BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each
month for inclusion in
the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
or by post to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2020 Club Executive
President: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
michael.walton933563@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris Gardner, cgardner5@cogeco.ca
Secretary: Sandra Cronk, kindermomma@hotmail.com
Events Coordinator: Vacant
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder, bachldrs@comcast.net

From the President’s Garage…
Wow, that was fun! What am I talking about? I'm talking about the
Zoom 'Noggin and Na;er' (i.e. virtual mee@ng) we had last night, April
22. Although we only had six people join in, we had a great @me, we
talked for almost two hours. We talked a bit about cars but we got to
hear how everyone was making out staying at home, how Michael
daughter's are bring him groceries and cooked meals, Eric quaran@ne
and calls from the OPP to make sure he is at home. We all seem to be
making the best of the situa@on. We all agreed that it was a lot of fun
and that we want to do it again.

Mark Jones

The next Zoom 'Noggin and Na;er' will be on our normal mee@ng night,
Wednesday, May 13, at 7pm. I'll send the link again in an email, but I'll also send out a calendar
reminder because I know a few people unfortunately forgot. Please join in, it was a lot of fun.
We'll keep having a 'Noggin and Na;er' get together using Zoom un@l we can get back to our
normal monthly mee@ng if that is okay with everyone.
We s@ll have a few members that have not renewed their 2020 membership, or at least, have
not indicated their inten@ons to rejoin. If are planning to rejoin, please contact Chris and let
him know, his email address is on the 2nd page of the The Spanner. We have added the op@on of

(From the President’s Garage, continued page 2)
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paying your annual dues by PayPal.
I do have the SpiUire's engine block back from the machine shop but not without an addi@onal
trip to London. I dropped 0.020” oversized pistons oﬀ at BH&P a couple weeks ago. I received a
call a few days later from Dave at BH&P, one of the pistons is a bit out of round and would
require a larger than 0.020” bore to ﬁt it. He said this happens more o_en than one would
think and asked if I could get another set of pistons, which I did and took them to London.
When I picked up the block a week later he said the second set of pistons also had one bad
piston. I now have received my engine parts order and am awai@ng mo@va@on and warmer
weather before star@ng on the reassembly.
Regarding my trips to London, physical distancing was adhered to. In fact, BH&P has been
keeping the door locked for the past month or so and you have to call ahead to make an
appointment and then call them once you arrive at their shop before they will unlock and open
the door.
Concerning this month's calendar of events, yes the Monthly mee@ng at The Bay has been
cancelled, replaced with a 'Noggin and Na;er' get together using Zoom as men@oned above.
The Shunpiker Mystery Tour has also been cancelled (sad sigh); Judy and I were looking forward
to this tour.
Stay safe and healthy.

Mark

Clutch Chatter…
I’m almost speechless at the sight of our two na@ons remaining nearly
crippled in the grasp of COVID19. Here in the US, there are some tenta@ve
eﬀorts to open parts of our economy for business. Most of us are afraid very afraid. Painful as home-bound restric@ons are, they are working simply because they severely limit our exposure to those carrying the
disease. We s@ll have no means of determining them, and we have no
vaccines, and li;le in the way of medical interven@ons. Few could be more
severely impacted than car clubs.

Allen Bachelder

Yet persevere we must. Our automo@ve pleasures are limited to the garage,
and perhaps an occasional desperate trip to the grocery store. Fortunately, I
have a lot to do in my shop, and I derive a great deal of pleasure therefrom. But automo@ve
pleasures are only a small part of what our club is all about. We are rather about each-other. A few
weeks ago, Mark was s@ll willing and able to come all the way over from Corunna to North Street
Michigan to help me with a
(Clutch Cha*er, con0nued, page 5)

May 1, 2020

3

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2020
MAY

2
10
13

Drive and Lunch at King Edward - CANCELLED
Shunpiker Mystery Tour. - Sandra & Al - CANCELLED
Virtual Monthly Meeting – Natter ‘n’ Noggin via ZOOM
software. Mark will email details.

JUNE

10 Monthly Meeting at Kim & Laura's
13 Fiddler on the Loose - Chris & Judy CANCELLED
19-21 Weekend Trip to the Bruce Peninsula -Judy & Mark

JULY

8 Monthly Meeting at Michael Walton's
TBD Summer Drive - Kim & Laura

AUGUST

12 Monthly Meeting at Judy & Mark's.
TBD Rally - Allen & Florrie.

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
Meeting at 7:30 pm
TBD Car Collection in Thamesville - Bill Vandenheuval
11-13 Huron Steam and Thresher Show, Blyth
13 Battle of the Brits, Freedom Heights, MI
20 Bronte British Car Show
9

4
14

NOVEMBER

11

DECEMBER

6
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Pinery Market and lunch in Bayfield - Janet & Michael Kurasz
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
Meeting at 7:30 pm
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
Meeting at 7:30 pm
Christmas Brunch: Noon
No Monthly Meeting
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windscreen project on my ’65 MGB project. Shortly therea_er, that became inadvisable, and thanks
to the Border Patrols, impossible! It was the last in-person contact we had with anybody else in the
club. Fortunately, we have ZOOM - a very easy and now SAFE video conference calling method.

If you missed our ﬁrst ZOOM 'Noggin and Na;er' (and many did) the next one will be on our
scheduled mee@ng date on Wednesday May 13th. It will not be a formal mee@ng - just a
social gathering. Make a note to yourself!

‘ See you on the road…

Story-Telling Time…
We need topics for The Spanner these days with no events on which to report. So, at the
sugges@on of our illustrious president, we are beginning a new series of stories about how
and why you purchased your ﬁrst Bri@sh car. And of course who be;er to write the ﬁrst story
than, of course, our illustrious president. But rest assured that much as you enjoy these
stories, your turn will come! Oh yes, we want to hear from as many club members as
possible. That’s you!

My First British Car
Mark Jones
I've been a member of the Bri@sh Automo@ve Touring Associa@on of Nova Sco@a, BATANS, since early
1999. I am also part of the BATANS newsgroup list, and since the beginning of April, with people
isola@ng at home, members have been sharing their stories about their ﬁrst Bri@sh car, it has been great
reading. I got to thinking that it would be great if our members would take a moment to tell their tale.
So, to get the ball rolling, here's my story:
Growing up in Fredericton, NB, in
the 70’s there were always lots of
li;le Bri@sh cars about. Our next
door neighbour had an MGB. I
never got a ride in that car as a
kid but it looked like so much fun
that I knew someday I would have
one. It wasn’t un@l the fall of
1998 when I was surﬁng the MG
Enthusiast website for sale sec@on
(remember that BRG-coloured
website).
(My First Bri0sh Car, con0nued,
page 6)
I couldn't believe my luck, just 30
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minutes from home was a teal blue 1973 MGBGT listed for sale. The interes@ng thing was that the car
was owned by a friend, Herb Burke, I never knew he had a MG.
Herb told me that the MGBGT had pre;y much sat for 8 years, with only an occasional drive. When I
ﬁrst drove the car the brake pedal required a large amount of eﬀort. I knew that they were unassisted so
I thought nothing more about them. Well, when I rebuilt the brake system that winter due to a leaking
brake cylinder I found that the front calipers were both seized and that only one shoe on either side of
the rear drums were working.
(My First Bri0sh Car, con0nued, page 6)
It was only once I bough the BGT that I discovered that MG s@ll makes cars; I remember thinking the
new MGF sure was a nice looking car.
The next summer I drove the car to PEI to a;end the ﬁrst annual Bri@sh Car Days. No incidents on the
way to the show but on the way back the fuel pump quit. A few hits of the fuel pump with a screw
driver got the pump working again.
The summer of 2001 found me moving to Halifax, NS, and the MGBGT became my daily driver. I put
3,000 miles on it that summer without a hiccup, well, aside from losing a windshield wiper arm when
driving over the MacDonald bridge.
I bought the 1980 SpiUire in the
spring of 2002. When I found out
that my friend Sam was selling his
SpiUire I decided to inquire about
it. The car was located in Eastern
Kentucky, 1,700 miles away. The
drive back was a fun trip, even if I
had to stop to repair a sinking
ﬂoat in Vermont.
A funny story about the drive
back didn’t come to light un@l
that winter when I took the
interior out of the car to gain
access to the transmission. On the drive from Jenkins, KY, to Halifax, I was geqng a pain on the right side
of my bu; and right leg a_er the ﬁrst days drive. I dismissed it as just worn out seats and my scia@ca.
Well when I took the seat out of the car, and took the funky-print seat cover oﬀ I found a screwdriver
wedged between the seat back and bo;om. That screw driver has a special place in my tool box.

My Very First British Car?
Allen Bachelder
“My ﬁrst Bri@sh car?” In my case, that’s two ques@ons. But there’s only one “ﬁrst” right? True, but
one was a new vehicle - purchased for the same reasons as anybody buys a car - new or not. I had
already worn out a ’37 Plymouth, and grown weary of a ’51 Chevy. My brother-in-law had a new ’57
oval-window VW Bug, but there were various new cars available at that @me that cost less than a
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VW. I ventured out to Mark Doyne’s Imported Motors at Emerson and Lake Street in Minneapolis,
where I met salesman Cliﬀ Brenna. Cliﬀ took me out on test drives in a BMW Ise;a 300 (just one
door - in front; about $1150 US); an NSU Prinz (about $1250 US); a Renault 4CV (about $1450 US);
and a Morris Minor two-door saloon (exactly $1660 US). In this context, the MM felt like a Cadillac; I
had to have it. So I went for the top of the range, but s@ll about $100 less than a VW. AND In 1959
in Minneapolis, one had to wait about nine months for a new VW.
There was an important diﬀerence between
the MM and the VW. The VW would cruise fairly quietly - at top speed of 68 mph
(indicated 70-72). The ’57 VW was rated at
36 HP; the 948 cc ’59 MM was rated at 37.
I was 19 at the @me. Torque and HP curves
meant nothing to me. Rear end ra@os meant
nothing to me. I just expected my new MM
to do the same as the VW. Theore@cally it
would - and did. Pedal to the metal in 4th
gear it would indicate about 70 mph. The
engine was screaming through the 4.55 rear
end, but I interpreted it in terms of market
Not my car, but it looked like this.
expecta@ons rather than listening to the
engine and listening to my own mechanical
intui@ons. Some@me a_er about two years, I added an a_ermarket tachometer - discovering that I
had been “cruising” this poor li;le thing at about 5000 rpm most of the @me. And that didn’t stop
me!
I burned up my ﬁrst exhaust valve at 15,000 miles. I was in the far north country of Minnesota at the
@me - Bemidji - where there was a BMC dealer. BMC and John Deere, maybe… They ground my
valves - the ﬁrst of eight valve jobs before 60,000 miles when ﬁnally the service manager at Mark
Doyne’s told me the seats were cut way too deep. $40 for a new head and that problem was ﬁnally
solved un@l I ﬁnally sold the car at close to 80,000 miles. By that @me, in highway driving, I was
geqng about 45 miles per quart of oil. The poor puppy was just plain worn out. This 19 year-old kid
had abused the living daylights out of this sad li;le car. I ended up ha@ng it, but in retrospect the car
served my exaggerated demands incredibly well. I owe it to the marque to buy another and take
care of it properly.
It would be another 25 years before I bought another Bri@sh car. This was another “ﬁrst”; a hobby
car. The year was 1984. In celebra@on of my ﬁrst midlife crisis, I had taken up with motorcycles in
1978. Spring of 1984, I was looking for a used Honda Goldwing on which to tour the Canadian
Rockies. Even in 1984, new Goldwings were selling for about $13,000 US, and decent used ones
were priced at about half that.
My search was totally frustrated un@l one day a ’78 MGB winked at me from a used car lot in
Chris@ansburg Virginia. I drove it; I put the top down; I experienced open air motoring with no
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helmet, no gloves, no leather jacket, and no
bugs in my teeth. I had no fear of open-grid
bridges or small animals frozen in panic in the
road in front of me. I decided the proper
number of wheels for a motorcycle was FOUR.
The car was a wonderful example and by the
@me I brought it back to the dealer, it was all
mine - for about $3200 US.
I had made up my mind (mostly from that
Morris Minor experience) that I could only
tolerate an MG by learning EVERYTHING about
it. Well that was 36 years ago, and I’m s@ll
learning!
Again, not my car, but it looked exactly like this.

I’ve always had a special passion
for the MGB/GTs. If you haven’t
already, meet BriGiT, so named
as the consonants outline “B G
T”. But the choice of that name
proved to be fortuitous, as Brigit
was also the name of an Irish
pagan goddess, so loved that
the Catholic invasion of Ireland
could not dispose of her. The
early Catholics ﬁgured it out: If
you can’t lick ‘em, join ‘em:
Brigit was canonized, thus
becoming known as the Irish
Goddess who would not die.
Sure enough, she has been my

What MG collector’s garage is complete without a teal blue 1973
MGB/GT? I bought this one for $1300 US in 1986 and still have it!

daily driver for most of the past 34
years. She refuses to die! About the
same @me, I acquired this Damask
Red ’73 B roadster. We s@ll lived in
Virginia, but this li;le gal saw many
trips to Michigan and Ontario in the
19 years we had her. I sold her to
force myself to ﬁnish my ’65 MGB
project. We have been without a
conver@ble since selling her in 2005.
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‘ S@ll working on that ’65 B!
A total of 42 MGs, mostly Bs have
passed through my hands over the
years. Many of them were parts cars.
Four of them were the rarest: le_hand drive, rubber-bumpered BGTs,
just 1273 of them made - only as
“1974-1/2” models. Here is one of my
four.

Have you seen our new Anniversary
Logo?
Hot off our president’s desktop…! Enjoy!
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READ THIS FINAL NOTE…!
We have no idea how long the COVID 19 Pandemic might last. You will note that
many of our club events are NOT marked “CANCELLED”. Not yet anyway. We know
that Mark and Judy are considering moving their June 19-21 Bruce Peninsula tour to
perhaps the first weekend in September.
The point is that there is no guaranty that we will not have to issue further
cancellations and/or postponements in the coming months. With all club events,
PRESUME NOTHING! Always verify club events in advance. We will get through
this.

_____________________________________________________
Oh, and here’s your Membership Renewal form. If you have not
paid your club dues, this is your last Spanner!
Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM January 11th, 2020

Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club
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