NEW MEMBERS!
Janet and Michael Kurasz
Editor’s note: We’re embarking on a policy of requesting bios from our new members. We would
very much like all members to submit material like the following superb piece from Janet and Michael
Kurasz.

Michael and Janet Kurasz moved to Grand Bend in August of 2018. They have begun their
semi-retirement in a popular retirement community known as Grand Cove Estates. Michael
and Janet have been married for 41 years. They met in Toronto where Michael was working
as an automotive mechanic at North York Car and Truck. Later they moved from Toronto to
Orangeville to start
their family and after 17
years in Orangeville
they headed north to
southern Georgian Bay
where they built a
country home on 5
acres.
Busy with work and
r a i s i n g a f a m i l y,
Michael’s love of MG’s
was put on the back
burner. Hockey
practices, soccer
tournaments and
helping Janet operate
her Gardening
company consumed
most of their time. All these many years, Michael continued to work as a general mechanic.
He would often lament about the MG’s he owned during his “younger days”; stupid, stupid
Janet & Michael, continued on page 2

March 1, 2020

1

The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of the
BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each month
for inclusion in the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
or by post to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2020 Club Executive
President: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
michael.walton933563@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris
Secretary: Sandra Cronk, kindermomma@hotmail.com
Events Coordinator: Vacant
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder, bachldrs@comcast.net

Janet & Michael, continued
kid he would say. “Why did I ever sell my 67 MGB (dual carb, convertible) and my 61
MGA?” After moving from Meaford to Brant County Michael eventually transitioned to
automotive parts working as the Commercial Manager for Partsource Brantford.
Dreams about retiring back to Georgian Bay and touring the countryside in an MG
compelled them to begin their search for a retirement destination which brought them to
Grand Bend. Once settled in, there was one more important item on the agenda; to find an
MG. There were a few mis-hits, some cold-feet and eventually they settled on a 1975 MGB
Convertible which they found in an old barn on the outskirts of Fergus. It was a bit
neglected, having only been driven 200 miles in the last 4 years, but the price was right and
it appeared to be in relatively good condition, requiring little work to certify. Having said that,
it is a work in progress for sure, needing some upgrades.
Janet, being the more social of the two, thought it might be fun to connect with like-minded
people who shared their passion for British classic cars, and after a Google search of clubs
in the area, she found the Bluewater British Car Club in Sarnia. A quick email to Sandra who
just happened to be coming up to Grand Bend on the weekend afforded us an opportunity to
meet with Sandra and Alan and the rest is history as they say. We can’t wait to get to know
everyone and participate in your community outreach and touring events.
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Bluewater British Car Club Minutes
Date: February, 12, 2020.
Number of Members present: Dinner: 11; Meeting: 12
Location: The Bay Waterfront Grill, Sarnia, ON.
Minutes respectfully submitted by: Secretary, Sandra Cronk
1. Call to order: President, Mark Jones, called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the AGM January 18, 2020 meeting.
A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Alan Cronk
and seconded by Allen Bachelder. It was carried.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Roy Overton, reported
Income: $140.00 – 7 members
Expenses: $77.13 – trophy engraved, stamps, and host gift.
Balance: $879.24
Questions/Comment: We have 13 members all together.
A motion to accept the Treasurer's Report was made by Michael Walton,
seconded by Michael Kurasz, and carried.
4. Unfinished Business/Past Events:
1) Harry Buist Award was presented to Michael Walton. He received the
engraved trophy for the year and a personal engraved plaque to keep.
2) Discussion re meeting venue: Although we found it cold sitting
against the outside wall, we decided to meet here in the future, asking to
have our table set up in the middle of the room next time. It was moved by
Janet Kurasz, seconded by Mark Jones, to hold our monthly meetings at
the Bay Waterfront Grill for March, April and May, 2020. It was carried.
3) Election of Treasurer: It was moved by Michael Kurasz, seconded by
Michael Walton, to elect Chris Gardner as our new Treasurer. It was
carried.
5. New Business/Upcoming Events:
1) Events:
Bill Vandenheuval offered to host a tour of a car collection in
Thamesville in September.
Sunday, March 15th, St. Patrick’s Day lunch at noon at Paddy
Flaherty’s. Please contact Mark Jones if you are interested in attending.
Minutes, continued, page 6
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2020
MARCH

11
15

APRIL

28

Brent Butt at Imperial Theatre; supper at Tangs at 5 PM
- Sandra & Al

8

24

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm
Ancaster Car Show and Flee Market. Ancaster British
Flea Market Website
Fling into Spring dinner, 5pm @ Waggs - Sandra & Al

2

Drive and Lunch at King Edward - Kim & Laura

10

Shunpiker Mystery Tour. - Sandra & Al

13

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm

10

Monthly Meeting at Kim & Laura's

13

Fiddler on the Loose, Huron County Playhouse - Chris
& Judy
Weekend Trip to the Bruce Peninsula -Judy & Mark

19

MAY

JUNE

1921

March 1, 2020

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm
St Patrick's Day lunch, Paddy Flaherty's - Mark & Judy
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
CONTINUED
JULY

8
TBD

AUGUST

12
TBD

SEPTEMBER

9
TBD

OCTOBER

Monthly Meeting at Michael Walton's
Summer Drive - Kim & Laura

Monthly Meeting at Judy & Mark's.
Rally - Allen & Florrie.

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm
Car Collection in Thamesville - Bill Vandenheuval

1113
13

Huron Steam and Thresher Show, Blyth

20

Bronte British Car Show

4

Pinery Market and lunch in Bayfield - Janet & Michael
Kurasz
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm

14

Battle of the Brits, Freedom Heights, MI

NOVEMBER

11

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at
6pm, Meeting at 7:30 pm

DECEMBER

6

Christmas Brunch: Noon
No Monthly Meeting
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Minutes, continued from page 3
Saturday, March 28th The Brent Butt Comedy Show at the Imperial Theatre/
Dinner at Tang’s at 5:00 p.m. Please contact Sandra Cronk if you are
interested in attending. Please buy your tickets for the show from the
Imperial Theatre website. Tangs is at 165 Cromwell St, Sarnia, ON N7T 3X4,
Friday, April 24th: Fling into Spring with 5:00 p.m. dinner at Wagg’s
Restaurant. Please contact Sandra Cronk if you are interested in attending.
Saturday, May 2nd: Annual multi-club drive to Ilderton. Lunch at King Edward
Pub at noon. Please contact Kim Rutherford if you are interested in
attending.
Sunday, May 10th: The London Free Press’ Mothers’ Day Mystery
Shunpiker’s Tour. Information will be in the Saturday, May 9th London Free
Press. Please contact Sandra Cronk if you are interested in attending.
Saturday, June 13th: “Fiddler on the Loose”, 2 pm show at the Huron Country
Playhouse in Grand Bend, dinner at Grog’s. Please contact Chris Gardner if
you are interested in attending. Please buy your tickets for the show from
the Dayton Entertainment website.
Friday, June 19 to Sunday, June 21st: Overnight trip to Owen
Sound. Mark has reserved rooms at the Comfort Inn and the Best
Western Hotels. The group will decide which hotel to take. Mark
outlined some of the activities he and Judy have planned. Please
contact Mark Jones if you are interested in attending.
Janet Kurasz relayed several possible activities from a copy of the
West Coast Tourist magazine. It was decided to go on a driving tour:
lunch
Sunday, October 4th: Pinery Flea Market in Grand Bend with
in Bayfield. Please contact Janet Kurasz if you are interested in
attending.
6. Announcements: Mark thanked Allen Bachelder for a “really good
Spanner” and commented that he is doing an excellent job.
Our next meeting will be March 11th at The Bay Waterfront Grill.
7. Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made at 8:15 p.m. by Laura
Rutherford, seconded by Florrie Bachelder and carried.
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From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones
I wasn’t planning to tear down the Spitfire’s engine but a knocking
noise necessitated pulling the engine this winter. Disassembling
the engine has shown that the main and crank bearing surfaces
on the crank are good, as well as the camshaft, push rods and
tappets, and the cylinder walls still show the cross-hatching from
the last rebuild. Unfortunately, two of the pistons are cracked and
have bits of metal fussed to the tops of them and one intake valve
is sitting much deeper into the head than it is supposed to be.
Hopefully the machine shop can help shed some light on what
happened.
If you haven’t renewed your membership yet, please bring along your $20 to the next
meeting or event, or you can mail it to the club’s address, which can be found on the
front page of the newsletter.
Please make note of the upcoming events:
St Patrick ’s Day lunch, noon at Paddy Flaherty’s, March 15 – Come out for a fun
get together with other club members. This always is a well-attended event.
Brent Butt at Imperial Theatre and supper at Tangs, March 28 – Do you enjoy a
good laugh, well why don’t you join with Sandra and Al for supper at Tang’s, 165
Cromwell St, Sarnia, at 5pm and then over to the Imperial Theatre for the comedy of
Brent Butt, the creator of sitcom Corner Gas. There are still a few tickets left. This will
be my third time seeing the pride of Tisdale, Saskatchewan.
I know June is still several months away, but I would to draw your attention to the
Weekend trip to the Bruce Peninsula, June 19 to 21. We’ll leave Friday afternoon
and spend two nights in Owen Sound. So far, we are planning to drive the Lion’s Tail,
visit a few waterfalls, lighthouses, winery and brewery. At the time of writing, we have 6
cars signed up for the trip. If you are interested in going, please let me know soon so
that I can book enough rooms.

Mark

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?
March 1, 2020
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Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
There’s a new spirit lurking in our club. ‘ Feel it? What a pleasure
it’s been to put this Spanner issue together. Just look at all the new
events; new ideas; new hosts.
And then I read Mark’s President’s Garage piece, noting that there
are no fewer than SIX cars signed up for Mark and Judy’s threeday run to Owen Sound in June. What a great weekend this is
going to be. So many folks are hard at work preparing frequent
and wonderful ways to celebrate the ownership of our splendid
classic cars.
Meanwhile, at Spring Creek Home for
Wayward MGs, we have three needy
vehicles. Two MGs are up on jack stands and
a third would be if we had more jack stands.
BriGiT, our blue MGB/GT is in for myriad
minor disorders: a broken throttle-return
spring, a leaking A/C hose, a failing starter
and switch, a cracked head…
Unrelated to that, we had very recently
noticed a decline in oil pressure - and that’s
not so “minor”. You can imagine how shocked
(and yet relieved) we were to discover a
crankcase full of gasoline. We have

discovered the cause, and it’s apparent
that we caught the problem before any
significant engine damage was incurred.
We won’t really know until much of our
work is finished and the engine is back
up and, hopefully, running.
At the same time, we are making slow progress on our ’65 MGB convertible.
starting to look like a car!

It’s

‘ See you on the road…
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LOOKING BACK 25 YEARS…
We continue our year-long celebration of BBCC’s silver anniversary with this republication of
the May 1995 issue of The Spanner.
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Hey, DON’T forget your dues payment!!!
Please fi ll out and include the Application/
Renewal form, next page, so we can keep upto-date on your details.
Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM January 11th, 2020

Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club.

Restoration/mechanical interest/abilities?
Yes ( ) No ( )
Touring interest: One-day? Yes ( ) No ( ) Multi-day? Yes ( ) No ( )
Rally interest? Yes ( ) No ( ). Other interests?
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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