MEMORIES - RECEIVED AT PRESS TIME!

May 31, 2020 - While in search of front-page material, a young lady from Raleigh North
(Front page, MEMORIES, continued on page 3)
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The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of
the BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each
month for inclusion in
the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
or by post to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2020 Club Executive
President: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
michael.walton933563@gmail.com
Treasurer: Chris Gardner, cgardner5@cogeco.ca
Secretary: Sandra Cronk, kindermomma@hotmail.com
Events Coordinator: Vacant
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder, bachldrs@comcast.net

Bluewater British Car Club Minutes
Once again, there was no meeting, hence there are no minutes. Our fine club secretary,
Sandra Cronk, has earned another month of well-deserved vacation. We only hope she
won’t become too comfortable with her new-found leisure. We will be in need of her
excellent recording services very soon - we hope! In the meantime, there is a
treasurer’s report to share.
TREASURER'S REPORT May 12, 2020
BLUEWATER BRITISH CAR CLUB
Balance as of April 15, 2020

June 1, 2020

$959.25

Apr 16, 2020

Membership – Ken
Deleeuw(PayPal)

$20.00

Apr 18, 2020

Membership – Nigel
Wonnacott(PayPal)

$20.00

Apr 22, 2020

Membership –
Glenn
Carson(Cheque)

$20.00

May 4, 2020

Membership – S
Brooks(Cheque)

$20.00
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Expense

May 4, 2020

Membership – Bill
Park(Cash)

$20.00

May 6, 2020

Membership –John
Holmes(Cash)

$20.00

Date

TOTAL INCOME

$120.00

Description

Amount

British Car Council
Insurance

$70.00

TOTAL EXPENSES

$70.00

Balance as of May 12, 2020

$1,009.25

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Pending Payments:

Four Members

Respectfully Submitted,
Chris Gardner, Treasurer

(Front page, MEMORIES, continued from page 1)
Carolina saved the day. Name: Lisa Bachelder, daughter of your editor, who spared
her tired father from coming up empty-handed for this month’s front page. Until a few
hours ago, the existence of this picture was unknown. Readers are asked to excuse
said editor for perhaps abusing his editorial privilege - using our front page to share a
fond personal memory. The car is a 1959 Morris Minor. This picture probably dates
from early spring of perhaps 1962. Early Spring in Minnesota is a long and muddy
drawn-out dreary time. Windscreen washers, filled to the brim, are every bit as
essential as good brakes. Given that, the car looks far worse in this picture than I
remember it. So much for my memory!
Check out more of our members’ fond-memory cars on page 7 of this issue.

From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones
Isn't technology great? We had a little hick-up with the Zoom
'Noggin and Natter' on the 22nd. Zoom had been providing unlimited
time limits for meeting to even those with a free account. Well, it
turns out that ended and about 30 minutes into the video
conference, a message popped up on my screen saying the 'video
conference will end in 10 minutes, upgrade now'. We had six
members online and a seventh about to join when the line got
disconnected. Knowing that we were all enjoying this new way of
getting together during the pandemic, I purchased a monthly
(From the President’s Garage, continued on page 5)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2020
JUNE

10

Noggin 'n Natter – video get together at 7pm using Zoom's free
software, see email for link

JULY

8 Monthly Meeting at Michael Walton's
TBD Summer Drive - Kim & Laura

AUGUST

12 Monthly Meeting at Judy & Mark's.
TBD Rally - Allen & Florrie.

SEPTEMBER

4 to 6 Weekend Trip to the Bruce Peninsula -Judy & Mark
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
9
Meeting at 7:30 pm
TBD Car Collection in Thamesville - Bill Vandenheuval
11-13 Huron Steam and Thresher Show, Blyth
13 Battle of the Brits, Freedom Heights, MI
20 Bronte British Car Show

OCTOBER

4
14

NOVEMBER

11

DECEMBER

6

June 1, 2020

Pinery Market and lunch in Bayfield - Janet & Michael Kurasz
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
Meeting at 7:30 pm
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill. Dinner at 6pm,
Meeting at 7:30 pm
Christmas Brunch: Noon
No Monthly Meeting
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(From the President’s Garage, continued from page 3)
subscription to Zoom the next day and we had another 'Noggin and Natter' a week later
on the 29th, which went off without a hitch. Thanks to everyone that joined it; it was fun.
Our June meeting has been cancelled also but in its place we will continue with a Zoom
'Noggin and Natter’. You may be wondering, why I have I been calling these 'meetings'
a Noggin and Natter. A Noggin and Natter is a traditional English term for a casual
meeting where a dram, gill, or small mug of one’s favourite adult beverage may be
consumed.
With the border being closed until June 21 and no plans yet in place to reopen
restaurants, Judy and I have rescheduled the weekend trip to the Bruce Peninsula for
Friday to Sunday, September 4 to 6. We decided on the first weekend in September
because it gives the best chance of good weather. The second weekend is unavailable
for us and we felt the weather later on may not be as good. I hope this works for all who
originally indicated they would come and will work for others as well. I have secured a
block of 10 rooms at the Best Western Inn on the Bay, Owen Sound, at a lower rate
than we had previously. This block of rooms will be held until July 28. If you are
interested, let me know and I will send you details on how to reserved a room. If you
book a room, it can still be cancelled without cost until September 3. If you have any
questions about this weekend get away, please contact me.
Ah, the Spitfire...finally, I have made some real progress. The engine is all back
together and I am hoping that it will be back in the car by the time you read this; fingers
crossed.
I have been exercising the MGF. For the past two Saturdays, I have been to Kent
county buying fresh asparagus. We love asparagus and what a great excuse to take the
F for a drive.
Stay safe and healthy.

Mark

Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
OK, so I love to work on my British cars; I love to drive them; and
I love to write about working on them and driving them. And this
poses a conundrum: when I take time to work on my cars, I don’t
have time to write about them. If I allow time to write about these
experiences, I find myself without a topic! The balance is tricky
and I routinely fail to find it. Throw in some very necessary lawn
and garden maintenance, and the conundrum becomes an
enigma. Add the fact that, as chairman of the Z Magnette Group
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of North America, I also write articles for MGA! Magazine of the North American MGA
Register. And now, as Registrar of the Pull-Handle MGB Registry, I have begun
writing for the MG Driver Magazine of the North American MGB Register. Witness
that we are writing this at 4:00 PM on May 31st, for a Spanner due in your inboxes
tomorrow.
Now, we are not begging for your
mercy.
Indeed, among those who
have assumed similar positions are
former BBCC member Drew Hastings,
and our current president Mark Jones.
Thus I am proud to join what has
become a BBCC tradition of
involvement with the greater British
car community.
In the meantime, yes, we have some
MG accomplishments to report. But
sometimes rather trivial projects in the
grand scheme of things take up an inordinate amount of time and energy. Example: I
was not happy with the glovebox I
fabricated for the custom dash in my ’69
MGC/GT.
It looked OK but functioned
poorly. So this past month I have
attempted to make another. It took three
attempts with the sheet metal to get the
very simple form to actually fit. Next step
was to weld a bead around to finish the
raw edges. Next, a hardwood panel to
finish the surface. And whenever I get
involved with woodwork, you know a ton of
effort and time is going to pass before I get
even close to what I want. Is that because
I’m fussy? Nope, it’s because I’m rather
bad at it! I am getting to the place where I
can deal fairly well with the wood itself, but
the finishing part is killing me! After the
second coat of stain and the fourth coat of
varnish, I lost count. Invariably, the varnish
will end up with tiny bits of dust that settle
in during the drying, and a few microscopic
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blisters that I have now succeeded in practically eliminating with the use of a fanforced heater. Of course, while eliminating the blisters, the fan contaminates the
surface with more dust. I rigged a hood over the piece that contains the heater.
Tomorrow morning I’ll know if it helped.
Oh, and have I mentioned the sanding! And sanding! And…
‘ See you on the road…

Cars we should never have sold…
For this issue, we send our thanks out to Roy Overton, who has owned a bunch!

Many of us remember Roy’s elegant 1964 MGB
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Now this Mini Estate
must be from Roy’s
days on the other
side of the pond.

We’re going to
guess this
Morris Minor
is from the
early mid-50s.
Compare with
the front-page
view of my old
’59 model.
Here we see
split
windscreen,
smaller rear
glass and eggcrate grill.
This model
was also much
cleaner!
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8

This one, clearly
preceding Roy’s move
to Canada, looks to
be a 1939 Morris 8
Series E Tourer. How
am I doing, Roy?

Another
early Mini.
But this
one seems
outfitted
for the New
World.
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Everybody’s
favorite Jaguar
saloon - I’d guess
a 1962 Mark II.

And another MGB. We’ll guess 1973 for this one. Note the black plastic grill, rubber inserts in the
bumperettes, and Rostyle wheels. Looks like anachronistic LE side-trim - as found on 1979-80
Limited Edition models.
Tribute to Stirling Moss courtesy of British Driven, magazine; Headwaters British Car Club.
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Universal British Automotive Wiring
Diagram - Simplified
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PLEASE READ THIS
We have no idea how long the COVID 19 Pandemic might last. You will note that
many of our club events are NOT marked “CANCELLED”. Not yet anyway. We know
that Mark and Judy have moved their June 19-21 Bruce Peninsula tour to
September 4-6.
The point is that there is no guaranty that we will not have to issue further
cancellations and/or postponements in the coming months. With all club events,
PRESUME NOTHING! Always verify club events in advance. We will get through
this.

Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM January 11th, 2020

Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club
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