HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of the
BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each
month for inclusion in the
next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
Or by post or hand to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving,
maintaining, and
restoring all makes of British, and now
European Cars.
Membership is open to anyone with an
interest in British and European cars.
Meetings are held monthly, every
2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition,
monthly club, driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.
2018 Club Executive
President: Vacant
Vice Pres: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Treasurer: Roy Overton, roverton@cogeco.ca
Secretary: Sandra Cronk,
cronks@soulreflections.ca

Bluewater British Car Club Minutes
With no meeting in December, there are no minutes to report this month.

From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones
Happy

25th

anniversary to the Bluewater British Car Club!

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year season. I
spent time out in the garage with the Spitfire and MG.
AGM, Saturday, January 11, Chris and Judy Gardner’s home
– It’s that time of year again for AGM, one of our best social
events of the year. We always have a fun time at the AGM; it is a
great opportunity to get to know everyone, especially if you are a
new member, so please come out.
Please bring along a savory or sweet to share and whatever beverage you would like to
drink. Thank you to Judy and Chris for being willing to host the AGM again this year.
The AGM is where we plan our club’s events for the coming year. We want and we need
your input and your participation to make sure that we plan a variety of events that are
of interest to everyone. We need your participation even more than we need your $20.
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Also, please consider becoming a member of the Club’s Officers (Executive), which we
will be electing at the AGM. The elected positions are President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Event/Social Coordinator. None of these positions require
much of a time commitment per month but having someone for each of these positions
makes the club function better.
The duties of Officers are listed in the Club’s
constitution. If you don’t have a copy of the constitution, please contact me and I will
send it to you. To get the ball rolling, I am willing to step forward and be the President
for the upcoming year.
A few events that it would be nice to see this year are the rally and/or the funkhana.
Judy and I are thinking of planning another weekend trip.
Please give some
consideration for an event or drive you would like to host.
Mark

Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
The old Spanner office looks a lot better in the daylight and the anticipation of a brilliant New
Year. There’s nothing like a few week’s absence to make it look
warmer, more cheerful… It’s really an exciting place to work. I’m
anxious to get back to it, and I’m anxious to receive your contributions.
What did you do with your Little British Car this past year, or two
years? Five? What happened such that you haven’t had it out since?
Maybe you have a story to share. Or maybe somebody in this
illustrious club can help you get it back on the road and restore your
confidence in it.
DON’T forget our AGM on Saturday, January 11th at 2:00 PM. If you’re
going to miss one meeting in 2020, this is NOT the one. You’ve been
warned in the last Spanner, so we are expecting to see you there. Let our hosts, Chris and
Judy Gardner, know you are coming, PLEASE - NOW! Call 519-491-1898 or email
cgardner5@cogeco.ca. Even if you are (horrors!) not coming, do let them know. This is the
third year Gardners have so generously hosted our AGM. They deserve our thoughtfulness.
If, for some unknown reason, you have not been to their home before, you are in for a visual
treat, easily worth your time by itself. I love this beautiful place, and I truly love these people
who contribute to the well-being of our club. Please join me in thanking Chris and Judy in
advance!
Now: we’re all about to make some New Year’s Resolutions. I beg each one of you: even if
you’ve never done so before, DO something for your club this year. COME to meetings,
OFFER your opinions, maybe even host an event. We who have done this before are so
happy to offer you any assistance you need. We need you - so much! Please join in! Your
efforts will be so rewarding. You’ll wonder why you didn’t do this sooner!

‘ See you on the road…
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Calendar of Upcoming 2020 Events…
Events shown in orange are non-club events.
JANUARY 2020
11

AGM at home of Chris and Judy Gardner. 2 PM. 1202 Haight Lane, Sarnia, ON
RSVP to 519-491-1898 or cgardner5@cogeco.ca by December 28th, please.

XX

Winter activities? Tech sessions? Garage visits? Museum visits, parties,
luncheons, dinners??
FEBRUARY 2020
12

Monthly Meeting. 6 PM dinner, 7:30 meeting. RSVP to Sandra Cronk, 519845-3209 orcronks@soulreflections.ca by February 6th, please.

XX

Winter activities? Tech sessions? Garage visits? Museum visits, parties,
luncheons, dinners??
MARCH 2020
11

Monthly Meeting. 6 PM dinner, 7:30 meeting. RSVP to Sandra Cronk, 519845-3209 or cronks@soulreflections.ca by March 6th, please.

XX

Winter activities? Tech sessions? Garage visits? Museum visits, parties,
luncheons, dinners??
APRIL 2020
8

Monthly Meeting. 6 PM dinner, 7:30 meeting. RSVP to Sandra Cronk, 519845-3209 or cronks@soulreflections.ca by April 6th, please.

19

Ancaster Flea Market. 9 AM - 2:30 PM. Ancaster Fairgrounds, at the
intersection of Hwy 2&53 (Wilson St) and Hwy 52 (Trinity Rd). Southern
Ontario’s largest British car parts flea market featuring both used and
new parts for all types of British cars. Also books, clothing, regalia, car
club information and much more.
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A word about our cover picture…
Looks like the snow has really slammed Michigan, eh? Well, in fact, we did get two and a
half inches overnight, and I imagine it didn’t stop at the border. But in the picture, we’re
looking at 33 inches - that’s close to 840 mm for those of us who speak Metric. Can you
even tell what the car is? I’ll give you a hint: it’s one of mine. The year was 1993, and the
place was the Bachelder farm in Newcastle Virginia in the Appalachian Mountains - this
place was at about 3500 feet altitude - about 1066 meters if you’re speakin’ Metricese.
Twice (1993 and 1996) we were definitely slammed with close to 850 mm of snow something I have never seen elsewhere, and I lived 34 years in Minnesota - far north of our
Southern Ontario, let alone Virginia!

Important News - a New Meeting Venue?
Stokes on the Bay is under new management - probably new ownership. It has a new name:
The Bay Waterfront Grill. A few of us have tried it already, and the food (all new menu) is
delicious. They brew their own beers and they, too, are superb. There’s been some
remodeling too - and some sorely-needed clean-up. We have discussed their ability to
accommodate our meetings in their reconfigured spaces and it looks like they might be able
to do so more comfortably than Paddy Flaherty’s. So we once again have a choice. If you
haven’t been there yet, you might treat yourself to a visit before our AGM, as we surely will
be discussing this and acting on it in time for our February meeting.

LOOKING BACK…
Ho-ho, are you getting a bargain this month or what? You’re getting a Spanner within a
Spanner. That’s two Spanners for the price of one! Consider it an anniversary gift. There
will be more of these retro-gifts during this anniversary year.
We looked back in the Spanner archives - so graciously provided by our generous Vice
President - only to discover the oldest Spanner we could find is from March of 1995. At any
rate, here it is. Enjoy! Enjoy the likelihood that this is the first Spanner ever. Enjoy the fact
that charter members Alan and Sandra Cronk, Alan Cutcher, Roy Overton, and Kim and
Laura Rutherford are still with us a quarter of a century hence.
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What follows is that original membership list - page 6 of this first Spanner. As I look
over it, I still feel like a Newbie, despite my 12 years of membership. There are
pathetically few names I recognize. But look at the wonderful variety of cars! Lotus
7, Rolls Royce, Sunbeam Tiger, Vauxhall Velox, and how can I ignore “Maurice Minor”!
Be proud folks - we have such a rich heritage. These folks did something magically
right - or we wouldn’t still be around enjoying our cars together - and especially enjoying each-other’s company!
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Hey, DON’T forget to bring your dues payment to the AGM!!!
Please fill out and include the Application/Renewal form below so we can keep up-to-date on
your details. We’ll have paper copies on hand if you prefer.
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Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM January 11th, 2020

Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club.

Restoration/mechanical interest/abilities?
Yes ( ) No ( )
Touring interest: One-day? Yes ( ) No ( ) Multi-day? Yes ( ) No ( )
Rally interest? Yes ( ) No ( ). Other interests?
______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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2019
Memories…
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