Happy Anniversary BBCC!
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The Spanner is the

monthly newsletter of the
BBCC.
Articles, pictures, ideas,
etc. are welcomed and
are to be submitted
by the 20th of each month
for inclusion in the next
month’s newsletter.
Forward items to:
Allen Bachelder.
By email at
bachldrs@comcast.net
or by post to:
3330 Deerwood Drive
North Street, Michigan,
USA, 48049-4405

The Bluewater British Car Club
promotes interest in acquiring, driving, maintaining, &
restoring all makes of British, and European Classics.
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in
British and European cars. Meetings are held monthly,
every 2nd Wednesday,
6:00 dinner, meeting 7:30 P.M. In addition, monthly club,
driving and social events are
scheduled throughout the year.

2018 Club Executive
President: Mark Jones, mowog73@gmail.com
Vice Pres: Michael Walton,
michael.walton933563@gmail.com
Treasurer: Temporarily vacant
Secretary: Sandra Cronk, kindermomma@hotmail.com
Events Coordinator: Vacant
Spanner Editor: Allen Bachelder, bachldrs@comcast.net

Bluewater British Car Club Minutes
2020 Annual General Meeting
Date: Saturday, January 18, 2020.
Number of Members present: 9
Location: Home of Judy and Chris Gardner, Sarnia, ON
Minutes respectfully submitted by: Secretary, Sandra Cronk
1. Call to order: Vice-President, Mark Jones, called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the November 13, 2019 meeting.
A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Alan Cronkand seconded by Chris
Gardner. It was carried.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Roy Overton, presented his year-end report for 2019.
YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2019:
Income:
Balance forward from 2018:
$621.00
Dues paid: (25 members)
$500.00
Sale of caps/badges:
$ 20.00
Total Income:
$1,141.00
Expenses:
Membership & Insurance for British Car Council:
$ 70.00
Supper (Tang’s)
$114.63
Meetings/Gifts:
$ 90.00
Total Expenses:
$274.63
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Net Income:

$866.37

Bank Balance:
$783.00
Petty Cash:
$ 83.37
Total:
$866.37
Balance as of Dec. 31st, 2019:
$866.37
A motion to approve the Year End Report was made by Colin Pritchard
seconded by Michael Walton and carried.
Comments: Roy noted that we had 20 members and 37 cars in the first year.
It was also suggested that a Spanner be printed and mailed to Terry Atkin. The printing could be at
no cost to the Club but there would be a cost to the mailing. Mark said he would look after doing that.
4. Unfinished Business/Past Events:
1) December 1, 2019 Christmas Brunch: Members were pleased with the Sunday Brunch
at Bridges Restaurant, as always, and hope that we can continue to go there for this occasion.
Thanks to Kim and Laura Rutherford for arranging that for us.
5. New Business/Upcoming Events:
1) The Harry Buist Long Distance Award:
There were no submissions for this award, but since Michael Walton drives his
antique British car quite regularly, it was moved by Mark Jones and seconded by Alan Cronk that the
Harry Buist Long Distance Award for 2019 be presented to Michael Walton. It was carried.
Mark will look after getting the plaque engraved.
There was discussion about the other awards we have had in the past, and queries as to
where the trophies might be.
Rally Award: It was suggested that John Holmes may have been the last member to
win it, so he may have the trophy for that.
Restoration Award: Same discussion with no answers.
Croquet Tournament Trophy: Roy suggested that since we used that event to
interact with the London Sports Car Club, that they may have that trophy.
Roy, then, stated that one of the Executive Members should be looking after the trophies as
part of their duties, so that the Club always knows where their belongings are. There was no plan to
implement that suggestion.
2) Location of next monthly meeting:
Mark outlined the pros and cons of each of the restaurants we have been using for
our monthly meetings, Stokes Bay and Paddy Flaherty’s, and explained that the old Stokes Bay has
been refurbished and some of our members have had dinner there. He, then, moved that we go to
The Bay Waterfront Grill (old Stokes Bay) for our February meeting, with the idea that we will poll the
members who attend that evening as to whether we want to continue going there or not. It was
seconded by Alan Cronk and carried.
3) Election of Officers for 2020:
The President opened the floor to nominations.
President: Mark Jones offered to step up to the President’s position.
Vice-President: Michael Walton put his name forward.
Secretary: Sandra Cronk agreed to continue as Secretary, as long as the meetings adhere to our
Constitution and so follow Robert’s Rules of Order. A discussion by members reinforced the
importance of motions. Colin Pritchard said that motions clarify the intentions of Club members and
minutes, continued, page 6
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2020
JANUARY

11

Annual General Meeting @ Gardner's
No Monthly Meeting

FEBRUARY

9
12

MARCH

11
15
28

APRIL

8
19
24

MAY

2
10
13
TBD
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Valentine's Day Brunch @ Starlight Casino invitation from BAHC
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm
St Patrick's Day lunch, Paddy Flaherty's - Mark &
Judy
Brent Butt, comedian, at Imperial Theatre, 8 PM,
Dinner at Tangs at 5 PM – Al & Sandra. Act quickly,
tickets are going fast. RSVP to Cronks by March 25th.
kindermomma@hotmail.com, or 519 845-3209
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm
Ancaster Car Show and Flee Market. Ancaster British
Flea Market Website
Fling into Spring dinner @ Waggs - Sandra & Al
Meet for lunch with London British Car Club and
BAHC, King Edward Tavern, Ilderton Ontario - Kim &
Laura
Shunpiker Mystery Tour. - Sandra & Al
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm.
Car Collection in Thamesville - Bill Vandenheuval
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
~ CONTINUED ~
JUNE

JULY

6

Weekend Trip -Judy & Mark

10
13

Monthly Meeting at Kim & Laura's
Fiddler on the Loose, Huron County Playhouse, 2PM
matinee, followed by dinner at Grogs in Port Franks Chris & Judy

8

Monthly Meeting at Michael Walton's

TBD

AUGUST

12
TBD

SEPTEMBER

9
TBD
13
20

OCTOBER

14
TBD

Summer Drive - Kim & Laura
Monthly Meeting at Judy & Mark's.
Rally - Allen & Florrie.
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm
Club Drive
Battle of the Brits, Freedom Heights, MI
Bronte British Car Show
Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm
Fall Drive

NOVEMBER

11

Monthly Meeting - The Bay Waterfront Grill with PreMeeting Dinner @ 6 pm

DECEMBER

6

Christmas Brunch: Noon
No Monthly Meeting
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Minutes, continued from page 3
recorded in the Minutes for reference. Al Cronk added that there is a legal aspect for motions, also, in
regards to Club insurance. It verifies a Club event was sanctioned by the members.
Treasurer: After 17 years of being our Treasurer, and many years of holding other Executive
positions, Roy Overton, has decided to step down. We thank Roy for his many years of dedication to
our Club. Roy will look after the books until the February meeting.
Event Social Coordinator: no offers.
Slate of Officers:
President: Mark Jones
Vice-President: Michael Walton
Secretary: Sandra Cronk
Treasurer:
Event Social Coordinator:
It was moved by Colin Pritchard and seconded by Roy Overton to elect this slate of officers.
It was carried.
Colin proposed that an email be sent out requesting members to fill the Treasurer and Event
Social Coordinator positions on the Executive.
4) Newsletters in the Drop Box: Past Spanners have been scanned by Mark Jones and
saved into a “drop box”. To look at them, click on the blue button. Then click on “newsletters”. Enjoy!
Break for Social Time:
Many interesting and delicious dishes of food and drinks were enjoyed by everyone, especially the
beautifully decorated and delicious “25th Anniversary Bluewater British Car Club” cake, arranged by
Judy and Mark Jones. It was cut by Roy
Overton, and Al and Sandra Cronk, all
original members of our Club.
Planning of the Calendar of Events
for 2020:
As the President proceeded through
the months of the year, there was lots of
discussion about possible events and their
dates. Check the Spanner for final decisions.
6. Announcements:
Judy and Chris Gardner were thanked
for their kind hospitality in hosting today's
meeting. Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, February 12th, at The Bay
Waterfront Grill (the old Stokes by the Bay).
7. Adjournment:
A motion to adjourn the meeting at
4:53 p.m. was made by Mark Jones.
It was seconded by Judy Jones and carried.
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From the President’s Garage…
Mark Jones
Hi everyone!
We had a great AGM. Thank you very much to Judy and Chris for
hosting the event and thanks to everyone who came out and a
special thanks to everyone who said that they would host an
event.
Please take a look at the events calendar because
members are organizing a number of events this year, including a
rally in August and a weekend trip in June.
As of the AGM, our club’s executive for this year are:
President – Mark Jones
Vice President – Michael Walton
Treasurer – not filled
Secretary – Sandra Cronk
Event Coordinator – not filled
As of the writing of this message Chris Gardner has put his name forward to be the
Treasurer, which we shall vote on at February’s meeting.
This year’s recipient of Harry Buist Long Distance award is Michael Walton. Michael won
the award not so much on miles driven but on all-purpose miles. Michael drives his 1949
Triumph 2000 throughout the year in all weather conditions. Congratulations to Michael.
Finally, our February meeting will be at The Bay Waterfront Grill. Come join us for dinner
at 6, with the meeting beginning at 7:30. The quality of food at The Bay is much improved
compared to Stokes. The meeting room we had used for years when it was Stokes is no
longer there (it’s a micro brewery now) but there is a closed-off section of the dining room to
the left, beyond the bar, that we are able to use. There will be more seating available at The
Bay and it will hopefully be quieter.

Mark

Clutch Chatter…
Allen Bachelder
‘ You like long, drawn out techy stuff? Read on… January has been
a busy month at Spring Creek Home for Wayward MGs. Recall that
we reported in the July Spanner that literally one mile after
celebrating BriGiT’s 250,000 mile anniversary, this car, with her
almost flawless mechanical record over the many many years we’ve
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used her as our daily driver, died while returning from Blenheim in June. Perhaps you
remember the picture of Al Cronk towing the failed BriGiT to his house where a bit of
diagnostic snooping revealed a faulty rotor. Al had a spare that he most graciously donated
to the cause and we were off and on our way.
While the failure itself was exquisitely trivial, it caused us to revisit the accumulation of
BriGiT’s ills that we have ignored over the years. Time to give the car a break; substitute the
C/GT for daily-driver duties. Back in December, I backed BriGiT out of the attached garage
so as to put “Cecil-the-C” in her place and move BriGiT to the shop to start her resurrection.
BriGiT started and backed out OK. I left her running while I went after Cecil. Once Cecil
had assumed BriGiT’s garage position, I came back out to find BriGiT had quit. Hmmm - a
little sibling rivalry? No amount of prodding would stir her to action. I thought of the words
for “My Grandfather’s Clock”: she had “stopped, short,
never to go again…” when Cecil replaced her. Well she will indeed go again - but not without a bit of help.
In the following days came further attempts to start
BriGiT.
On the last attempt, her starter elicited an
enormous “C-L-U-N-K”. Thereafter , the starter motor
would spin but not engage. Not a cause, this is simply
a new complication. For us, it was one of those
“Aaaarrrrgh!” moments. It begs for an illustration:
here it is. You do see that broken adaptor ring, don’t
you?
This starter has faithfully served for over 15 years. I
could easily justify replacing it - but the motor was still
working! I sought online for advice on the MG
Experience forum. That ring is removable, there were
several suggestions to TIG-weld it. I found guy willing
to do it - for $80-100 (US). Perhaps I could get a new
adaptor ring. Two respondents on the forum gave me
the name of a probable manufacturer. These gearreduction starters are rebuilt Isuzu units. They have no identifying marks on them. I
contacted this “probable” manufacturer, sending him this picture. BINGO! I only asked if I
could buy the part. He sent it to me for FREE! There are some wonderful people in this
hobby.
At about the same time; different car: months ago I had a local powder-coating shop do the
windscreen frame for my ’65 MGB project. The pillars did not turn out well. I sat on them for
several weeks (very uncomfortable). The idea was to convince myself to go ahead and use
them anyway. I couldn’t. ‘ Took ‘em back. The guy redid them for me - and beautifully this
time - and for FREE! Hey, I’m on a roll here. In this case, I think I was entitled. But finding
such a wholesome attitude in two suppliers at the same time was so refreshing!
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In the meantime, I’ve torn a bunch
of stuff out of BriGiT’s engine bay.
Now I have to decide if the engine
comes out. It’s the curse of the
“While we’re at it” syndrome…
Stay tuned.
Finally, I now have grill and front
bumper on the ’65. It’s starting to
look like a car!

‘ See you on the road…

Important News - a New Meeting Venue!
Stokes on the Bay is no more. In its place, we have: The Bay Waterfront Grill. A few of us
have tried it already, and the food (all new menu) is, frankly, delicious. They brew their own
beers and they, too, are superb. There’s been some remodeling too - and some sorelyneeded clean-up. You no longer need to wash your hands (preferably with Go-Jo) just after
touching the door handles. We have discussed their ability to accommodate our meetings in
their reconfigured spaces and it looks like they are able to do so more comfortably than
Paddy Flaherty’s. So, to underscore Mark’s announcement, this is your notice to come to our
February meeting at:

The Bay Waterfront Grill.
Location: Just imagine you’re going back to the old Stokes on the Bay.

LOOKING BACK - 25 YEARS…
Ho-ho, are you getting a bargain again this month or what? You’re getting a Spanner within
a Spanner. That’s two Spanners for the price of one! Consider it an anniversary gift. There
will be more of these retro-gifts during this anniversary year.
We looked back in the Spanner archives - so graciously provided by our generous Vice
President - only to discover the oldest Spanner we could find is from March of 1995. Having
published it last month, here is the April 1995 issue. Please let us know if you enjoy this
feature.
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Hey, DON’T forget your dues payment!!! Please fill out and include the
Application/Renewal form below so we can keep up-to-date on your details.

Bluewater British and European Car Club
Membership Application/Annual Renewal form
Submit with your $20 dues payment at AGM January 11th, 2020

Name(s):
Address:
Province/State:
Email Address:

City:
Postal Code:
Phone:

*Car(s) Owned:
*Car(s) Owned: Please exclude your modern or non-collectible vehicles. Include only those
that support your membership in this club.

Restoration/mechanical interest/abilities?
Yes ( ) No ( )
Touring interest: One-day? Yes ( ) No ( ) Multi-day? Yes ( ) No ( )
Rally interest? Yes ( ) No ( ). Other interests?
______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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